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Abstract 

This article traces how Arabic literature, dating from the ancient Abbasid period 

to the current Saudi–Houthi War, has commemorated        -                  

       .                                                                  

conflicts between the Arabs and their rivals, the Persians, and they portray the 

pre-Islamic Arabs as a united people who triumphed over the Persians. The 

B    S  y        ’   u            tecting its identity has been developed as a 

source of inspiration for Arabs, who are reconstructing a collective memory of 

the battle in order to serve a modern political agenda. In contemporary Arabic 

literature,         is used to once again unite Arabs against a common enemy.  

Keywords: Arabic poetry; Pre-Islamic;        ; Collective 

memory; Cultural memory  
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                       u                                -               

                     (i.e., spanning from the twentieth to the twenty-

first century)               u                        y    u                 

      u                S           y                  B               

               u                           B    S  y            y     

major role in the battle. The battle was later recorded in various historical 

and literary works during the Abbasid era. Early accounts of this battle 

                             ’  u   u        y          P          y  

However, this victory has been propagandized and reconstructed, 

especially in modern Arabic literature, to create a collective memory that 

serves the modern Arab community in its ongoing rivalry with the 

P         By            y     y      u     H        ’             

between history and collective me   y                                    

                                                    y                        

national Arab triumph. 

To examine the development of the battle from a historical record 

to a collective memory, I trace how it has been retrieved from classical 

history books and literary compendia and used to serve both modern 

Arabic literature and the present Arab community. By   u y            

              y                   y                                    y 

            u                                    y                     

                           S                                          

discussed whenever a rivalry arises between the Arabs and the Iranians. I 

trace these commemorations of the battle, focusing on two modern 

periods in which it appeared notably often: the Iran–Iraq War (1980–

1988) and the Saudi–Houthi War (2015–present). The narratives and 

poetry concerning the battle of         help us understand how Arabs 

perceive themselves and understand their pas         u    y             
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                                                 u            

    u                         y        u                            

                        u  u  .  

No precise definition exists of collective memory; however, in a 

                                “               y                 

       u                   y        u ” (Boyer and Wertsch 139). 

Halbwachs explores how collective memory differs from history and 

    u                         y   C               y “    ins from the 

past only what still lives or [is] capable of living in the consciousness of 

the groups keeping the memory alive. By definition, it does not exceed 

      u                   u ” (Olick et al. 142–43). In contrast, general 

history is written by professional historians aiming for objectivity and 

impartiality, even when they write about their own countries (145). 

However, as Edward Said points out, memory and its representations can 

                  u ’         y              u      y            to Said, in 

both textbooks and scholarship, historians make a considerable effort to 

 u          u        y                     “              y   y     

u                   ’    u   y                      ” (176)  

Jan Assmann and John Czaplicka enrich this conversation by 

              u  u         y “                  y      u             

images, and rituals specific to each society in each epoch, whose 

cultivation serves to stabilize and convey that society self-     ” (132). 

For Assmann and Czaplicka, cultural memory contributes to the 

concretion of identity, serving as a storehouse of knowledge from which a 

           u            “                 u      y” (130)      u   the 

concretion of identity, one can identify how a certain group creates their 

det               u  u         y “              (           )         

         (         u          )      ” (130)            y                   
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cultural memory is that it does not, strictly speaking, preserve the past. 

                           “      y    each era can reconstruct within its 

           y                   ” (130)                   u  u         y 

relates the past to a real and existing situation, and every new society 

retrieves the past differently (130). In this sense, I also use E. J. 

Hobs            O  R     ’  invention of tradition concept        u   

                  u                   . According to Hobsbawm and 

R                                 “                           y           y 

overtly or tacitly accepted rules and of a ritual or symbolic nature, which 

           u                 u                          y           ” (1). 

       : From History to Memory in the Abbasid Era 

S                       y                  y                       

    y           . The basic story recounts an alliance between the 

Sasanian Empire and the Arab Lakhmid kingdom. The region of the 

L      ’                S        E                  y              

                S                              - u                    

L                                 - u    ’        . Later, when 

Khosrow began looking for a wife of extraordinary beauty and ability, 

Zayd ibn     , an Arab who worked at K      ’                   

                        y   - u                                       

      - u          y (  - u    ’    u     ) would meet his standards. 

However, when                               - u                  

        - u        u           ’                              u      

                                     y   P            By    u     

       ’           - u                          u                      

and take his property, so he left his family and property under the care of 

an old friend, al-H                  -S  y                                

B                                - u     (or, according to another 
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narrative, imprisoned him until his death) with the help of some other 

Arabs. Khosrow then appointed a            y        u  y      -         

       - u    ’                           y                  u         

  - u                  - u    ’         y       . However, al-H     

   u                                         ’     y                      

                  B    B                               y     B    

S  y   , stood fast at the battle and ultimately triumphed over the 

Sasanian army (  - ạ     2: 193–212; al-I        24: 54–76; Ibn al-      

1: 482–83).  

This account shows that                                          y. 

It was deemed appropriate for use in later periods because it was the first 

Arab triumph against the Sasanian Empire. Almost all of the early records 

                  u              P               ’        s        

                  B    S  y                            P             “     

is the first time that the Arabs have taken revenge on the Persians and 

   y         u        ” (al-Tạ     2: 193;       -      1: 482–83).    

      -        -        ’  (897–967 AD) book, al-Aghan , he wrote that 

the Prophet, while in Mad         y           B    S  y               

battle (24: 72). Some scholars have classified this           “    ” (  -

      
 
2: 47–49), meaning there is only a slight chance that it can be 

attributed to the Prophet  R                         P                 

                                              u                              

                                        u  u              : tribal, ethnic, 

and religious.                                            , it began to 

represent more than just a tribal victory: The collective memory of the 

Arabs assigned a greater significance to it. 

       -             y  u   u                                  y        

merely                y     B                                                  
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                y             y                                        y 

       u                                 -     (d. 845 AD), a poet in 

the Abbasid period, was the first poet to attribute the victory to all Arabs. 

In his book,          -                -       (   1225   )          

        y                                                            

                       y         u                            , 

whic                                   -                         

                                                    -S  y            

tribe of Bakr, that: (  -           ) 

 

ه ب  ح  وحيدٌ من الأشباه ليس له      

 

مضههو و هه  م هه  ٌ  ذي قهها    لهههي مهه       

هههه  ههههن ذا    بهههه  ت  بهههه      هاتن س 

ههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههه   ب  الع 

 

ههههه    تنهههه    الأ هههها ي   ب  بهههه   صُهههه      

           y  B    S  y   ] have won the battle of            , indeed, 

it is a unique day. 

It stands alone, with nothing similar to it.  

In it, the ginger-haired Persians knew that 

The Arabs have expressed themselves (al-       4: 293–94).  

                                                                  

           u   u , because it was a victory for the Arabs against their 

main rivals. His strong opinion on the superiority of the Arabs and the 

inferiority of the Persians also exhibits           y                     

                        y           y                         y        

 u                                                              u          

  u                   y                                    y, not only 

for t            B                   B    S  y      u                      

                     H                                                
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             u                      y                              (25)     

                            u                                

                  P       S u    y           , a sect that “         

                                                                P       ]” 

(Lane Sh-‘-b).   

                                        was written during th  

                       u                                                , 

                             u               -          , later edited 

the book for contemporary readers and republished it in Baghdad in 1988. 

The book is set during the hi             -P                              

                u            -                                      

S u    y  
 
in the Abbasid period. The movement continued throughout 

the siege of al-Ba     u         Z     y    y’  (1750–1794 AD) Persian 

rule and the Iran–Iraq War (Alajmi 197–200)          y                  

                                                                y   -

                                                u                 y    

older sources. This confirms that th      y              u                

                                                                              

                                -                                         y 

is the only true and correct account. He emphasizes that all other versions 

are forgeries. He states that his version of the story had been taken from 

three trustworthy narrators: Akh ab ibn      , Sa       R            

       -           y     -       (al-      3)  H                       -

                                                                        

 u                 -                               u                   

                   y          u         u      u                   

R                       -                        y          it from the 
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narrators who adapted the classical version, they all contributed to 

propagating a collective memory to serve their contemporary situations.    

                                    

                        u                                  used 

                  1931      Sy                    R       h (1910–1990 

AD) published his play,                (B                 )      

R                     y                            , driven by the Pan-

Arabism that spread worldwide in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries (Assous 9–10).              H                    “          

          ”     u                                         y  u            

          “                                             y        

masters, transferred to choral repertoire whose content was patriotic-

           ” (6).           R               y                         y 

victory of the Arabs, his play was celebrated and presented by students in 

schools throughout Syria (      131)    

          R      ’                                        y        

              u                    u                        2006: H   ʾ 

                           (H               :     H              ). 

This book is part of a series entitled                  (Men and Battles), 

and features a simplified plot, few characters, and modern language. It 

was written for the younger generation in order to promote certain ethical 

manners, such as nobility and chivalry. This book does not contain the 

anti-Persi                                                 u              

        (             u  y )         ’                                

             y                                                  u     

                        B        R      ’     y  nd al-H   ʾ             

    H               u                                  y   u           



 الجزء الرابع                  9102العدد العشرون لسنة                    مجلة البحث العلمي فى الآداب 

01 
 

classical history books by authors such Mu                   - ạ     

(838–923   )            -          -      (1160–1233 AD). 

Such adaptations, especially     R      ’                         

                                 u  y                 -R                     

                                   P  -                   u          

                              y            u                          

                                                         . In the modern 

era, a considerable effort has been put forth by national elites to invent 

new ceremonies, rituals, and events that claim a link with the past 

(Connerton 51–52). Notably, during the Iran–Iraq War, several poets and 

writers used the victory at the battle of                y                  

the conflict between Iraq and Iran. In collective memory, each individual 

within a specific milieu responds to a past event differently, according to 

their position and relationship with other milieus (Olick et al. 142). 

   1981        y                                –                

         u        - u    , published H   ʾ              -              

                            u   y             (Ou  H      S    )      

                   y                 u   u    y, by having H         

                                    y                                 

battle, speak in first person to the reader, narrating what he encountered 

and sharing his thoughts and advice with modern readers. The book 

glorifies Arab chivalry and courage and degrades the Arabs who allied 

with Khosrow; when the author refers to said Arabs, he does not mention 

their specific names; instead, he calls them one of the       (     y )    

B   u                                                  y               y 

                  u                                                     

                                                                   

memory are             - u    ’                   u                 
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  - u                                                                 u u   

                H           y        H                             

                                                                          

Persians. This beginning acts as the starting point for an Arab union 

against their Persian enemies (72–73).   

                                                      u         

    –                                                y                     

                                                      , by some poets, 

as a projection onto the present. In a concordance of myth, the victory 

that the Ara     u                          u               u             

           y                        -B                        y      

dominated Iraq and Syria in the 1960s, also helped inspire patriotic 

attitudes among Arabs, especially in Iraq.     B      ideology focuses on 

the Arab past and believes that history must be re-evaluated and revived 

in order to serve the present (Aflaq 3: 64–68). To this end, the party 

renamed many Iraqi governorates in order to develop collective memory: 

The Governorate of a -      yy                           1960         

                                                               “    

   ”                                                              u    

                y                            B         y’  version.  

                              –            1980                   

          u    y           u             y                      y  H        

                   u u   y        u                   y               :     

            -      yy   (636   )                                      

  -      yy                 , as Saddam Hussein          -             

                                                yy                    -

      yy               ’               y             P            

   u                                                                      
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                                  y                   -      yy        

                        -               - u         -S  y             

men of Bakr, along with a few    u                                      

            u                   y   u                        -            

                         -      yy    B                 - u       

insisted that the Arabs expel the Persians from the land of the Arabs.   -

                                                                      

P                          R            u                  B       -

 u      ’               u                             (al-       3: 486–

90).  

                             during the Iran–Iraq 

War 

                                 y               u         u         

    –                       y                                             

     -      yy                                         u               

     :         -                   -R            -       O        

                                   y          u                         ; 

         y                            -      yy                         

               -                          ultiple times in his poetry. In 

his collection of poetry entitled Riʾ          -           (  Lu        -

      yy  )             u           1980                              

                                                                 , 

promoting                       y                                     

  u                          P           -              u              y 

                           B                    S  y   . However, since 

neither group existed in that form, he deploy                           y    

                         y                                                    

   u            -       ’                                             
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                               u   u                           S  y    

                           B           B                               

                                                   R          -        

u              “S  y    ” “B    ”     “     ”               y. What is 

important here is that even thoug         -                               

                                 y                                      

     -                   -                      -                      

enemies (the Persians) in Iran: )  -           ( 

بهههههها تحسهههههاب ها وال هههههُا     تسهههههام     

 

  اتين فتيهههههه   ملأنهههههها لَههههههي ت    ال  هههههه 

كلا هههه    َههههسٌ  نههههها و هههه  ن   فت تههههد            

 

هههههههاو      الُنامهههههها كالحهههههها    تهههههه و      

بهههها والهههه واب   تو الُهههه    تحههههدوه ال      

 

 سههههه ايٌ لهههههدمها بيههههه    الن ههههه    اف ههههها   

ُ   وبهههههه      ثنههههههو فههههههالحت          ال  

 

  الهههد ذي قههها   و  مههه    سهههي    نضههه    

 
We have filled the land of Mesopotamia with young men 

Raised by its ancestral claims and qualities. 

They hasten to grime-faced death, 

And they return while death is overturned and beaten. 

Whether the flag of victory is flapping, 

Or death is sealed by the sharp edges and slender swords. 

   y                                          

                 S      

                   - u      , hence the Earth quaked with 

death (al-        27)   

  -                                                 y                  

                          -      yy                                
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first hemistich of the last line acts as a myth concordance in which the 

poet tries to connect the victories o                                         

 u u    H                     u                     -      yy       

                             : S                         - u        

E                         -                              B    S  y    

                         u              u               u                    

   , as though the modern Iraqi army had won the pre-Islamic victory.  

                          “                     y                 

memory culture is to plans and hopes                                 

       y      u                      u                         ” (17)     

         y    -                                          y        u    : 

Instead, he alters their identity and identifies them as Magi. 

Paradoxica  y            -                  -                     u      

         P                  u       H          -              u        

      y                           u                                    

national motives. Thus, Iranian Muslims are described as Magi 

(Zoroastrians)  P            S                                               

            u                                   u   u           -

      yy  . In the following lines, the attribution of Zoroastrianism to 

modern Iranian Muslims                                             

clear: (  -            ) 

ههههههههه     هههههههها وال      ت  غ  وشهههههههه  ا م    

 

ُ    مهههه     سههههد      ههههال صهههه ا  غ           

هههههق            ت   حينههههها وحينههههها فضههههه      

 

   بههههها  ث   فههههه   سهههههال  ل   بسههههه   ل   

ههههب   و هههه  فيهههه             َ  غههههنٌ لنهههها وش 

 

  هن هههههوب      ب هههههفههههه  الهههههدمن   ل   نحهههههن   

َ  ف    وحههههها  قههههها  ق         لي   ت مهههههها الههههه   ي  

 

ههههههه  هههههههها نهههههههها   ذيث  ح      ت  م ههههههه    ك   

       
 

The gang of the Magi spreads immensely,  
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Led by its arrogant and ignorant leader.  

They dressed in the robe of the message of God, 

Short sometimes and long at other times. 

We are the descendants and the core of the religion,   

And they use religion to hate and trouble us.  

                    u              y  y, 

Making sores that burn the servile (al-        75)  

                                  -              ts to denigrate the 

Iranians by describing them as a gang of Magi (Zoroastrians) who hold 

grudges against the Arabs. He does not want to recognize the Iranians as 

Muslims. He alleges that though they claim to carry the message of God, 

they never rightfully                             y u                     

                    H     u           Su   –S           y   u          

   u               –P             y  y                                   , 

which he describes as having burned and wounded the Persians. 

                                           S                           

                                                  -       ’       y. At one 

point, he writes: )  -           ( 

هات   هههُام  سههيب  الأفههها   قهههاتلا   س   

 

مَُهن      ك   ن  ُ  ف   ان  اس   د  س  ا ح  ح        

ه  هوم ُخ  ف  ك  ها دو     ال   هام  وس   

 

  ها   شهيبان  مَبه        صو مها  ت    

         

The grudge of the Sasanians has been awakened. Thus, from every 

terror,  

Creep the deadly poisonous snakes.  
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       y             y    B    S  y          ,  

And its insignia is mounting in every heart (132). 

                              -                           y     

           y                          -                      S  y    

clan. He shows that the enmity between the two nations (i.e., the Arab  

    P       )                             y                        .  

       -R            -             u                                

some of his poems, which were published in the Iraqi newspaper Al-

Thawrah during the Iran–Iraq War. The             -      yy   

                 -     ’       y  H                                 

                  S            -            u                  

inspirational victory for the Arabs: )  -           ( 

ههيهه   م  الخ    هه       ولَههن   اا      ب ههو     

 

هههت    ههه   ُ      ب نههها ش  هههيبان  لص ههههاص  د  ك      

  ا   ههههههههاان ههههههههها تو ن  ط  ح  ههههههههها ق  نامت  ك         

 

هه   ون هه  هه    ك   ك  وإنُهها  ا    ههب        الع   

   

      

 

            S  y          u                         y, 

Bu                                        .   

We should mention proudly all Arabs,  

Bu     u                             y y (75).  

H            -      u           -                    B    S  y         

metaphor for the modern Iraqi army. He also mentions             -

                  ,                                                      

P             -      yy           -                u                      

                                     y                                    
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     y  (          ) he once again highlights the strength of the Arab 

nation as a whole.  

  u                           -                                        

from Iraqi collective memory during the Iran–Iraq War. Historical 

accounts of the battle were accessible to the public, not only through 

classical texts but also through the Iraqi and S u                  

 y           u      u                   y                  u    

            y              u                                               

memory. In Iraqi schools during the reign of Saddam Hussein, the 

seventh-grade history textbook al-         -         -Wa an Al- A     

(History of the Ancient Arab Region) included an entire chapter on “    

    ”         y                                    u              u  

               - u         E              . However, the 

        ’     u               y                         : “                

the Persians are hostile to their Arab hostage                         

            u               S  y                  P       ” (F.  Abd al-

   id et al. 104). 

                                    u    u                        

      y            S             2003           u                     

s                                          u     Su     u   (    -

                  )                                                       

                                       y              . By contrast, the 

pro-        S                                   S      Hu                 

                                                y: In a textbook entitled 

Literature and Texts,         u                           u             y 

       -                -      (d. 625 AD), from the tribe of Bakr, befor  

            S      Hu                           u                    

    (  -S              . 30–33)                    Hu                  y    



 الجزء الرابع                  9102العدد العشرون لسنة                    مجلة البحث العلمي فى الآداب 

08 
 

2003                      u     u                             y   -

               u                  r (  -            . 37–40)          

           u         -2003                y                          

      y    B    S  y                            B   , but also how it is 

presented in the textbook, as it is followed by text that glorifyies Arabs 

             P                           u                             

                      –              :                  -                 u  

                         P       ’                                

memorable day because the Arabs succeeded in chasing the Persians from 

the Arabian Peninsula (  -S              . 30–33).  

    u                     u              u        -            

       -     , may have had considerable access to classical texts, both 

literary and historical. T                             u y           y    

            u                 u                                       

                        u                             u             –Iraq 

War was both a prevalent and vibrant topic, as Iraqi poetry that was 

composed in the colloquial Arabic dialect (Nabati)                     

                y                           u                        

 u                                      . The Iraqi school system 

represented a more systematic way in wh                                

                                                 u                    

                               y                                         . 

However, as Henry L. Roediger, Franklin M. Zaromb, and Andrew C. 

Butler indicate, the historical information provided to students in schools 

   “            y        y                           u  u       u      

                                                            u              ” 

(Boyer and Wertsch
 
142). The information in textbooks is chosen 

selectively to create an invented tradition, which is used, as Said has 
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                “                 u                                  

invention of tradition is [done] selectively by manipulating certain bits of 

the national pas ” (179)    u                                            

                                          u                         y 

of a national victory and to forge connections with the modern conflict 

between Iraq and Iran.  

                             during the Saudi–

Houthi War 

                                                  y             

recited since 2015, when the Saudi–Houthi War began. Before we 

analyze this poetry, however, certain historical details must be clarified. 

In January 2015, the Houthis toppled the Yemeni president,  Abd Rabbuh 

Man    H d , who was backed by Saudi Arabia. In March of that year, 

Saudi Arabia led a coalition of ten states in an attack against the Houthis 

              H u         Z                       S            (Taylor). 

To understand the conflict between the Saudis and Houthis, one must 

u              Su   -S                            E     When Saudi 

Arabia launched a series of airstrikes against the Houthis in March 2015, 

they termed these attacks   ṣifat al- azm (The Decisive Storm). The 

Saudi leaders stated                                          H u         

        H                             . Saudi Arabia insisted that the 

Houthis were an Iranian proxy. Thus, the Saudi Arabian war on the 

Houthis was fought to reduce Iranian influence in the region (Juneau). 

                                    S u                     H u     

                                                       –Persian 

conflict for the first time since the Iran–Iraq War. Due to the widespread 

increase of internet and social-media us        y       u            S u   

http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21688437-no-end-sight-saudi-arabias-southern-adventure-getting-closer?zid=308&ah=e21d923f9b263c5548d5615da3d30f4d
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               H u                          u           u              

             u             –                                               

                    y                         y  u       , mainly as 

YouTube videos.  

                           y     S u        ’                    

                                                                        

                      y                       y-episode TV series. The 

episodes aired in 2001 on Jorda                    u                    

  u                                      y                   u    . 

Moreover, various Saudi media outlets (including the TV channel al-

Arabia, the newspaper al-Riyadh, and the newspaper al-Jazirah) have, on 

severa                                        O                  S      

       S             . This association was created by the media 

because both the ancient battle and the modern war involved the Arabs 

and Persians. Since Saddam Hussein had already called     1980          

         “S            yy   ”                y          S u              

                                     P                                u   

                                                    S u  –Houthi War, 

which became know     “    S             .” 

                         u                  y     S u           

       -R           u         S                                   

   u          Su   -S                 –P                            u  

 u             u                      u   u  u                           

    u                          , (  -           (  

ال هههههههتا ي   الههههههه        ت   صهههههههو قهههههههد   وت ههههههه  

 

ه            د   صو ق   -1  هه ي العُها ي      ت  الح   

منهههههها الضهههههه اغي   وم  نهههههه  ذمهههههه    ال هههههه       

 

هصَهههها   لهههههي سههههصُان  ذي قهههها    عيههههد  م   -2  م   

 و ههههههه  لط مههههههه   الحههههههه   ت ههههههههد  البهههههههها ي         

 

ت مُههه ا حهههدمك  اافههه   فهههالح   تبصههه ٌ  -3   
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ههههههههههه هههههههههههت  س  م   الي  وذلههههههههههه  م  الأ ههههههههههها ي   غ   س   

 

هه نا فههنحن حُهها   الههدمن  سهها ا    -4       

   ههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههههه نا

      
 

1- The turbans mumble as [the turbans see] the amount of horror 

of [Saudi] decisiveness 

And the curses come [from the enemy] as much as [they feel] the 

shock.  

2- S                                    y     ,  

and our lions abolish the tails of the Persians.  

3- Continue the slander, for the truth is obvious. 

But can the animals know the way of the truth? 

4- We are the protectors of the religion, the leaders of our time. 

And that is what the Persians hate (Hayl al-       “H    A - azm 

Lil-A     A   A -Raḥ    I             -     ”). 

     u              y                “ u     ”  u           u            

S                 (         )                      S u                   

H u                                               S           S u        

       u                                   y     “     ”        P         

     u                                            H u         “     ”    

the Persians or Iranians: While the Houthis are neither Persians nor 

Iranian, they receive support from Iran, since both the Houthis and the 

g                      S      u                                     , as a 

pre-                                            Su     u     ’    u    

            S      u     :           y                                   

either sect, since the battle occurred before the founding of Islam.  

        3       u         u                              u         

P        u      ’                                  , was accused of 

adultery. The slander spread in the Muslim community, but the Prophet 

            u                                                  y  
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              P      ’                    y Su     u        u         

         y            y    S      u          y                 

          y                                 P      ’    u           -  -

             S      u                 u                 P      ’  

 u                        u               u    y    u                      

     u                                  u          Su        S     

Muslims.  

        4       u               religious and national enmity in 

terms of the relationship between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Because the 

Su   –Saudi government offers protection to Islam, Iran has cause to hate 

Saudi Arabia. However, he does not directly mention Iran. Instead, he 

refers to “       ”                u       “      ”           “          

                        ” H                   y                     

                      :                 u                    P       , as 

historically, they were the major non-Arabic sp           u   y        

                      u           u     ’                              

within the Arab–P           Su   –S               

       -        -            S u                                  

B                , but in a slightly                   H               

S u                 H u            B    S  y   ’                P        

                            -             : (  -B          ) 

 ك عهههه   شههههيبان  ف هههه ا  مهههه    ذي قهههها   

 

ههههه  بضههههه بت    و غصيصههههه   سهههههصُانٌ    ش   

هه               ههفه  هههه   ح ثيصهه     ا   ال ا  صههو ال    

 

ههههب  ال ههه ص  ههها   ٌ    فيههها ل بَههه   وش 

          

Salman has quenched my resentment by his attack 
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 u                    B    S  y                                 

   . 

  u               B    B   , when the falling stars strike, 

The backs of the Houthis who attacked their neighbor (        -

S       “Qaṣ       - 

         ṣifat al- azm lil-al-        A     -W ḥid al-Anṣ   ”). 

                              u         S u                   H u          

       -                             B    S  y                      

S           y                        -                      S u             

              B    B              -                                      

                   y                                   y     u        

                               P                            “      y 

remember what we communicate and what we can locate in the frame of 

the                 y” (23)    -              y     u                  

between the Arabs and Persians later in the poem:  

الههدا    مههن سهه ط  بط هه   إ  مخبهه     

 

ههههي هي  ف هههه         ال  هههه    حتههههو   من ص

              Chase away the Persians until they cannot survive 

The lash of your might except in entering their den (        -

S       “Qaṣ       - unwan  

  ṣifat al- azm lil-al-        A     -W ḥid al-Anṣ   ”). 

                         -                    H u        P       , even 

though they are known to be Arabs. In the poem, this is a method of 

                H u               y     S                            

   y       S u                                                      

     y     u                                    S u                  
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H u               O    u                                      

  u                          u         . While information about the 

battle has been recorded in various classical resources, other sources have 

also focused on the battle, such as the previously mentioned         TV 

series, produced in Jordan in 2001. This production is likely to have 

nourished the Arab c               y             S u           y      

                u                    -                                 

                                       y                        . In the 

textbooks, the story is shortened and modified into a batt               

              P             “     y          - u                      

                              y                   H                   -

S  y    ” (Al-Adab al- A        -Ṣaff al-Awwal al-         43). 

H              B    S  y       u                   - u    ’  

       y      P                         “               y              

                                                              

                                   y                 - u    ” (44). At 

        y’       u                             P            “        

became [an] event the pre-                          ” (44)           

words, in the history and literature of the Abbasid era, t      -        

                                                y                       

P                                     y                   (          B    

S  y   ) over the Persian army.  

Tracing these commemorations shows how          u             

collective memory. It also demonstrates how Arabs perceive themselves 

and retrieve their past through narratives and poetry that addresses the 

battle. The rewriting of                                         

shows that the rivalry between Arabs and Persians was openly expressed 

in the literary sphere during the Abbasid era. The book was reissued in 
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1988 to inspire the Arabs, especially the Iraqis, to achieve the same type 

of victory over their Persian/Iranian rivals. Literary                 y    

                         u                                          

identity vis-à-vis their rivals. In addition, historians writing modern 

textbooks, especially those used in Saudi Arabia and Iraq, use the 

               u                         u                     y        

event in order to serve a modern political agenda. 

                   u             –                           

               y                                                           

to become, for some writers, a way to reflect on present political 

upheavals.                    y                          , identities 

are altered and victory is attributed to the modern Iraqi and Saudi 

Muslims. In contrast, the Iranian Muslims are described as Magi 

(Z           )  P            S         O                  u          -

                    B    S  y                                       

armies as a means of boasting about the strengths of the entire Arab 

nation. It is clear that the pre-Islamic battle               , retrieved 

from collective memory during the Iran–Iraq War and the Saudi–Houthi 

War, was used as political propaganda.  

                                     u                   

modern wars are, fundamentally, conflicts between the Arabs and 

Persians.            y                      y           , in some 

modern Iraqi and Saudi poems, portrays the pre-Islamic Arabs as a united 

nation that triumphed over its rival, the Persians. In modern times, and in 

modern warfare, it is being used to unite Arabs, once again, against a 

common enemy.  
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 معركة ذي قار من التاريخ إلى الذاكرة الجمعية
 عبيد العجميحمد 

نددس في دداياددحثيثستذددريثلددبحفي يثسردد أي ددايعردد  ي بدد ا تيس ر فدد يحهي ددي يثسبددايثنبردد  ي   دديي
  ترضيثسقتيئل

عندددسي ددد   في(يثسدددحثف تيثسر ر ددد ) لنلدددبر ميت م ددد  ي.يثسر ت ددد يعجدددكيرددد ييفلددد  ي ت دددليث لددد  
ثسبدي   يفبدي   ي  س ي ر ف يحهي ي ي دايفبدأي.يعنسي يميأل يم(يثسحثف تيثسثقي   )ايست ثخي  م   ي

ثسطتدد هي بددي   يثتددميثخث دد ي ابردد تري سفن دديي  س ي ط سدد ي تصددفليبمردد جاي تقردديئسي أ ثر دد يسدد ي
 نذلدأيادحثي".يصد تيمي دكيفلد  يأن صد  ثميذد أيتندا"ب سيعنسيثسطت هي لايثتميثخث د ي دايفبديأي

 اداي دمييثسفبيأيس مي ايعر ي ب ا يثلدبنيسثيعجدكيأ دس يثسنلد يثسبدايب ردجنييلس  دييس دحثيثسفبديأ
ثسق ميثسليتكيعص ي ثسثي ميعص يسج   سي ايلن ث يبريسفيأ ي ير ثعيعلف هيأ ير ثعي ف هي

ي.يييت ميثسر أي ثسم ف
-0891) ن ذظيع ستي  ض عيحهي ي يعنسيترضيصر ثءيثسر ثقيأثنيءيثسذ أيثسر ث   يث   ثن د ي

 يبذدد ضيثسردد أي فددحسوي  س ي ددايترددضيثسفبددأيثسبددايبر ددسيرددنيع يثس ر فدد يتذتفدد ي س دد(ي0899
ف دديين ذددظيعدد ستي  ضدد عيحهي.ي نددي فعجددكي ردديسثتيثسمدد في بلبن ضدد  يسجبددت  ي ثسبفدديبفيضددسيثس

ثسبدداييتفثي دد ير دد ي لددت   يادد ليثسذدد أيثسلددر س  يثسذ ث دد ي ددي ي دد تيأادد  ي ددايثسصددر يثس ريردد 
بذق قي دايف م د يثلدبسعيءي ر فد يحهي دي يسج ر جنيي اياحثيثستذريا ي ذي س ي.ي5102يتسأ يعي 

ف دددفيبذ سددد ي دددمينرددد ي تجدددايستندددايصددد تيميلسدددكينرددد يأ  دددا ي دددييأا  ددد يير دددايعرددد  ي بددد ا ت
يثلبسعيئ ي ي ثخا ي ميحسويفجهي ييثختريسي ثخاسثفيثسباي ذقق ييثلبسعيءيبجويثس ر ف  ي

 


