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Abstract

This research explores the cultural and architectural interactions between Egypt and Nubia during the
Middle Kingdom (2055-1710 BCE), a period marked by Egypt’s growing influence toward the south.
Nubia held strategic and economic importance for Egypt—as both a defensive frontier and a vital
corridor linking Egypt to sub-Saharan Africa. The study reveals how Egyptian civilization profoundly
shaped Nubia, particularly in architecture, through the establishment of large Egyptian fortresses
across Lower Nubia. These structures were not solely military installations but also served as
administrative, economic, and cultural hubs that extended Egyptian authority and lifestyle into
Nubian territory. The research further investigates the complex relationship between the Middle
Kingdom pharaohs and Nubian communities, highlighting the balance between military domination
and peaceful trade relations. Such interactions played a crucial role in shaping Nubia’s political and
social development. Over time, these dynamics led to Egypt’s direct control of Lower Nubia,
transforming it into an Egyptian province. Ultimately, the study illustrates a distinctive model of
contact between a powerful empire and a neighboring culture—one characterized by both conflict
and cooperation, exploitation and integration. This interplay produced a deep cultural synthesis,

leaving lasting imprints on both societies and enriching the shared history of the Nile Valley through
centuries of exchange and adaptation.

Keywords: Egyptian influence on Nubia, Nubia, Middle Kingdom, Wawat, Forts, Pottery.
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