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Abstract

This research explores the growing dilemma surrounding the future of literary criticism in the
age of generative artificial intelligence, especially after the widespread adoption of tools such as
ChatGPT, which have proven capable of producing sophisticated literary texts and analyses. The
study raises critical questions: Has the role of the human critic come to an end? Is there a new
horizon for the emergence of a different kind of critic? And what fundamentally distinguishes
human beings from artificial intelligences? The research begins with a philosophical and
epistemological analysis of Al, followed by an examination of the major concerns and limitations
associated with its application in the humanities, particularly in literary criticism. The study relies
on three foundational frameworks—philosophy, neuroscience, and Islamic thought—to identify
essential differences between humans and machines. It argues that human beings still possess
unique faculties that Al lacks and will never attain, as these are rooted in divine attributes exclusive
to humanity. In this context, the research seeks to re-investigate the nature of the human mind in
response to the existential doubts raised by current technological transformations. Thus, the study
is positioned as an epistemological response to this modern existential confusion.Consequently,
the research introduces the concept of the “Cyborg Critic” as a new epistemological synthesis that
reconciles human consciousness with artificial intelligence. Drawing on Donna Haraway’s
“Cyborg Theory” and Clark and Chalmers’ “Extended Mind Thesis,” the study advocates not for
rejecting or glorifying Al, but for employing it with critical awareness. The Cyborg Critic emerges
as a hybrid epistemic entity that transcends the traditional human/machine binary in a
complementary not conflictual relationship. It is, therefore, a necessary epistemological evolution
imposed by the realities of technological transformation, marking a rebirth of the critic, not their
end.

Keywords: The Cyborg Critic — Generative Artificial Intelligence — Extended Mind — Critical
Consciousness — Posthuman — Donna Haraway
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You think with your brain You think with your brain, body, and the world

Your brain is like a computer
\‘ and the source of all cognition

it directs Your brain and

your body . consciousness
_— % are just part of
your cognition...

which interacts
with the world
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