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Abstract

The language of Computer-mediated Discourse (CMD) can deviate from standard language in
many ways. With the spread of the Internet in the Arab world, Arab speakers, especially purists
have come to view this deviation as a threat to Arabic language, culture and identity. Arab
newspapers and other media have thus long tended to portray CMD in a negative light. This
metadiscourse (discourse about discourse) is worthy of research since it is a tool not only for
reflecting attitudes and beliefs, but also for shaping ideologies. In this study, a number of articles
discussing the effect of the Internet on Arabic language were gathered from online Arabic
newspapers from 2016 till 2022. Drawing upon methods of critical discourse analysis (CDA)
(Fairclough, 1992, 1995), the sample articles are analyzed with the aim of investigating how
traditional media portrays CMD. By examining this metadiscourse, the study seeks to find out the
main themes in the discursive representation of the language of CMD in Arab newspaper articles.
A number of salient themes were detected including primarily those that portray CMD as a threat
to Arabic language and link it to the deterioration of linguistic proficiency among young people
and their loss of identity. The study points, however, to a number of counter voices which
acknowledge the advantages of CMD as an innovative form of communication. Therefore, the
metadiscursive representation of CMD reveals a relationship between this discourse and a number
of conflicting ideologies and points to a significant sociocultural change in the Arab world.

Keywords: Arabic language ; Arabic newspapers ; Computer-mediated discourse (CMD) ;
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) ; Ideology; Internet language ; metadiscourse ; metadiscursive
construction
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1. Introduction
Computer-mediated discourse (henceforth CMD) is defined as “the communication
produced when human beings interact with one another by transmitting messages
via networked computers” (Herring, 2001, p. 612). Several terms have emerged that
refer to this register such as ‘Netspeak’, ‘Netlingo’, ‘textese’ and ‘weblish’
(Thurlow, 2006). It could be in the form of emails, chats, discussion groups, blogs,
etc. The features of CMD usually deviate from standard language due to the need
for brevity, speed and creativity in this medium (Verheijen, 2015). Crystal (2001)
describes the language of the Internet as “a distinctive variety of language, with
characteristics closely related to the properties of its technological context as well as
to the intentions, activities, and (to some extent) personalities of the users” (p. 225).
Some positive attitudes have emerged towards CMD acknowledging its usefulness
and practicality as a simplified language rendering communication more efficient
and promoting creative and innovative language adaptation. According to Crystal
(2001), “people have learned so quickly to adapt their language to meet the demands
of the new situations, and exploit the potentials of the new medium so creatively to
form new areas of expression” (p. 242).
On the other hand, more conservative views have started accusing this new medium
of communication of degrading the language. For these, “it is language in general,
and individual languages, in particular, which are going to end up as Internet
casualties” (Crystal, 2001, p. 1-2). This has led to a generally negative portrayal of
CMD particularly in traditional media. This wave of criticism was also accompanied
by metadiscursively linking it to the communicative and linguistic ineptitude of
young people (Thurlow, 2006).
Technological development has impacted every field in our lives and the Arab world
IS no exception. With the rise of the Internet, several critical accounts have emerged
blaming the Internet for the so-called deterioration of Arabic language. This has led
a host of Arab linguists especially purists to warn against the dangers to standard
Arabic, particularly due to the replacement by English language by younger
generations. Some have even warned against threats posed by this phenomenon to
Arab identity and Islamic civilization in its entirety (Taha, 2015). However, a few
positive counter-voices can be detected that view CMD as a practical and innovative
means of communication and an inevitable form of language change that should be
harnessed in order to promote Arabic language and modernize it.
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Given the increasing ubiquity of CMD and the recurrent complaints about its impact
on Arabic language in particular, this study examines a selected sample of Arabic
newspaper articles published in a number of Arab countries and tackling the effect
of the Internet on Arabic language over a six-year period (2016-2022). Using
methods of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) (Fairclough, 1992, 1995), the aim of
the research is to point out the most recurrent metadiscursive themes in this
metadiscourse about Arabic CMD in order to find out how it is portrayed in
traditional media.

2. Review of the literature

Thurlow (2006) maintains that “the study of metalanguage is concerned with
investigating what people know and say about their own and other people’s language
practices” (p. 669). He argues that studying this metalanguage is of great importance
not only for guiding people’s linguistic practices, but also for offering insights about
how people view the role of language and communication in their lives. Thurlow
(2006), therefore studied the popular framing of CMD by examining an international
corpus of print media accounts of language-use online using a combined folk
linguistics and CDA approach. His findings point to a misrepresentations and
exaggerations in the metadiscursive media depiction of CMD.

Hyland (2017) argues that “language not only refers to the world, concerned with
exchanging information of various kinds, but also to itself” (p. 1). The term
‘metadiscourse’ has thus emerged to counterbalance the focus on texts as conveying
mere propositional content, emphasizing the function of features in a text that help
organize it and make it intelligible to a given audience (Hyland, 2022). According
to Hyland (2017), metadiscourse usually focuses on a corpus of written language, in
particular specialized varieties. It is more reader-oriented rather than bearing
propositional content, with features varying according to genre and across different
languages. To study discourse, researchers should adopt a discourse-analytic
approach that examines potential metadiscourse items in context. A large corpus of
texts is often preferable to yield results that can relatively be generalized (Hyland,
2017).

Linguistic scholarship on CMD dates back to the early years of the internet and was
spurred by linguists being intrigued by this new medium of communication. Several
scholars have attempted to examine the metadiscourse about Internet language in
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various languages in an attempt to characterize public opinion towards this emerging
genre.

The first wave of CMD research tended to portray it as ‘anonymous’, ‘fragmented’
and ‘spoken-like’ (Herring, 2001, p. 2). The popular conception of CMD as ‘less
correct’ and coherent than standard language due to limitations imposed by the
medium continued to prevail till the 90s. Squires (2010), however, points out that
accounts about CMD as a register have always been based on standard language
ideology and have tended to overestimate the distinctive features of internet
language including acronyms, abbreviations, and respellings. Whereas Crystal
(2001) had referred to CMD as ‘Netspeak’ implying that language use online has a
unified form, he later acknowledged that language use on the internet is diverse
(Crystal, 2011).

Some pioneering studies focused on the ways CMD compensates for cues present in
face-to-face interactions (Reid, 1991), while others studied the effects of this
medium on language change over time (Herring, 1999). Later studies argued against
the popular assumption that CMD causes language deterioration and provided
evidence that it promotes linguistic creativity and innovation (Segerstad, 2002).
Relatively few studies have tackled Arabic CMD, as opposed to other European
languages, particularly English. According to Daoudi (2017), “as far as Arabic is
concerned, research on CMC or CMD has barely begun and the number of studies
is very limited” (p. 12). Unfortunately, most of the literature in this respect is in the
form of articles mainly based on critical accounts or subjective speculations and
opinions rather than actual academic research with sufficient data and sound
theoretical foundations. Several authors who tackled the topic also tended to
establish a strong link between CMD and Western war on Islam in general and the
Quran in particular (Sajady & Amidwar, 2011).

A number of studies were devoted to studying the effect of the Internet on Arabic
language. Hayasat (2008) pointed out the challenges posed by the growing use of
the Internet to the Arabic language including the deterioration of the language among
younger generations and the lack of Arabic content online. He thus suggested taking
action through language planning, as well as developing the language to serve
technology. Similarly, Al-Jarf (2019) concluded with several recommendations to
help maintain Arabic language amid the growing impact of social media use.
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Taha (2015), on the other hand, used three focus groups to investigate attitudes of
Arab college students to Arabizi, a mixture of Arabic and English usually used
online with Arabic words typed in Roman characters. The study revealed that most
respondents preferred Arabizi for being more expressive and trendy than standard
Arabic. Rashid (2020) also attempted to identify the challenges faced by Arabic
language on social media and recommended taking concerted action from language
assemblies and research centres to Arabicize social networks and create audiovisual
Arabic content.

A similar study was conducted by Darwish (2017) who used a questionnaire to
investigate the type of language used by Arab youth on social media and their
reasons for preference. His findings revealed that Arab youth prefer Arabizi for more
practicality and better self-expression. The researcher warned against the so-called
‘Language Attrition’ (LA) undergone by Arabic due to the use of CMD by Arab
youth and drew attention to the urgent need for awareness campaigns against the
potential harms to language.

Tala (2023) also investigated this phenomenon and concluded by recommending that
several measures must be taken to protect Arabic language by educational, media
and academic institutions in order to raise awareness, promote Arabic language
online and protect it against the invasion of Western culture.

Very few studies in the Arab world have acknowledged CMD as a form of language
change that should be normalized. For instance, Edam (2019) studied the effect of
social media platforms, especially Facebook on everyday language use by lIraqi
youth using qualitative methods. The findings point to a strong connection between
the daily interactions of young people and the innovative language used on social
media which was found to reflect the political, social and economic atmosphere of
the community in question.

Using a corpus of Arabic CMD, Daoudi (2017) suggested a new term, e-Arabic to
refer to a newly emerging variety which is created and maintained by Arab internet
users as a speech community. This new variety is meant as a departure from the
traditional dichotomy of standard versus colloquial Arabic. She argues that “the
widespread use of CMC in the dialect as well as in e-Arabic, despite resistance to it,
shows [...] a transformation that has happened in the Arab World at various levels”
(Daoudi, 2017, p. 21). The recommended that Arabic sociolinguistics must take into
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account the changes entailed by the Internet revolution and reconsider expanding
their scope to encompass this new variety.

Given the concerns voiced by the above studies, and the highly controversial nature
of the yet under-researched Arabic CMD, the present study thus attempts to examine
how Arabic CMD is portrayed in newspaper articles and identify the main themes
contributing to its metadiscursive construction by applying CDA to a sample of
selected newspaper articles.

3. Data and Methodology

This section describes the data of the research and the theoretical framework
employed.

3.1 Data

The data for the present research was collected from online Arabic newspapers using
the search terms 4alll — 4elll e i iy il — elain ] ool sill il s 4] — i jiiY) 4
i iyl 4w edl (Internet language, social media language, effect on Internet on
language and Arabic language and Internet). Results were filtered to include only
newspaper articles in particular, rather than other genres. The articles yielded by the
search were closely examined and irrelevant ones were subsequently discarded. The
dataset includes a number of 20 articles published over a six-year period between
2016 and 2022 covering the representation of CMD and its effect on Arabic
language. The total corpus word count is 18,099. Table 1 includes a detailed account
of the selected articles.

Table 1

Detailed Data Description
Title Newspaper | Country | Date

1. | " dhioe g e lday) dual gl Jilu g 42" 5 50 e | AlSharq Qatar 4 Feb, 2016
An )
https://rb.gy/159pq

2. | doal) dagn e haal g smoally UAE 23 March, 2016
https://rb.gy/dj5ty Allthad

3. | Gsfe Saisl w0 elaia¥) Jual gl Jilus | AlBayan | UAE 25 April, 2016
RS
https://rb.gy/098z4

4, |Anall Gioe g elday) Jal gl Bl sdal | AlBilad Bahrain | 5 June, 2016
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https://albiladpress.com/news/2016/2789/
spaces/336229.html

5. | i ymY g A yall Al AlRai Kuwait 1 March, 2017
https://rb.gy/grqgar

6. | 4l a5 Aandy Cagoa | ALl «smoen AlKhaleej | UAE 7 Feb, 2017
https://rb.gy/kadig

7. | Ghaie o plalgdl 4l meill @lsea| AlDustour | Jordan 29 Oct, 2017
= laiay) Joal 5l
https://rb.gy/u9jc0

8. | 19zl e (A bl Aal Dle Y Jilu g i s Ja | Aafaq KSA 8 Feb, 2018
https://t.ly/rq6a0

9. | pasdll elaia¥l dualsill ol 5oy dn el 42lll | AlBayan KSA 1 July, 2018
Gbaadll
https://lwww.albayan.co.uk/MGZarticle2.
aspx?id=6308

10. | deal sl Lepans oS My el Wl ol 8 Arabi2l London 18 Dec, 2018
f selaiay)
https://tinyurl.com/2¢c55ck9y

11, | Slerle Jadlas o) dalll o yuy) ASes Jis Ja AlJazeera | Qatar 14 Aug, 2019
https://t.ly/4AnhVu

12, ] «liase i sudly (A 320a 45l AlWwatan | Egypt 24 Feb, 2019
https://www.elwatannews.com/news/deta
ils/4020356

13. | i) Aad 5 A4y jall 4sll) Aliwaa Lebanon | 27 Feb, 2019
https://t.ly/nFcQC

14, | 4l (5 siue Cama (& Jaal gl a8l 50 agud Ja | BBC London | 19 Dec, 2019
Ll G A 2l Arabic
https://t.ly/YDmKA

15. | Awall Jow Cadadi || " elaia¥) Jaal gl (005 4 | Independen | London | 17 Dec, 2019
https://t.ly/ethq8 t Arabia

16. | (=) 8 alladl & 2y jal) 421 Lusail Qatar 9 Jan, 2020
https://tinyurl.com/2dtzp6kt News
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17. | SLaY 5l alSiy 13l (5l <l S 5 il Jly Arabic Lebanon | 9 June, 2020

https://tinyurl.com/3sc3mbda Language

18. | dlgm .. aB N climdll & 4y jall G &85 Jsa | AlShorouk | Egypt 9 Dec, 2022

Jaiuall 5 4 5l
https://tinyurl.com/yb9x243f

19. | 4l e ) il 5 celaia¥) dual 5l #8150 | Mawdoo3 | Jordan 24 May, 2022

https://tinyurl.com/4dhhnwm9

20. | sl gall a5 m 218 all AlThawra | Syria 8 Aug, 2022

https://tinyurl.com/bdcnexdk

The newspapers in which the selected articles were published belong to nine
different Arab countries, namely Egypt, KSA, UAE, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain, in addition to three issued in London in Arabic. This
variation was meant to provide a wider scope and avoid bias in the data.

3.2Methodology

CDA investigates the linguistic items used to describe an entity, whether a person,
event or action and how they contribute in reproducing or resisting certain ideologies
and social power. According to Fairclough (1995), CDA focuses “at different levels
of abstraction from the particular event: it may involve its more immediate
situational context, the wider context of institutional practices the event is embedded
within, or the yet wider frame of the society and culture” (p. 62). By examining the
form and function of the text, the analysis aims to uncover the way the text relates
to how it is produced and consumed as well as to establish a link with its wider social
context (Richardson, 2007).

Faircough (1992) regards discourse as a discursive social practice which is
manifested in linguistic forms. He describes discourse analysis as a three-
dimensional process. While any discursive event is a text, it is also an instance of
discursive or social practice. The 'text' dimension refers to the linguistic analysis of
a text, whereas the ‘discursive practice’ dimension examines the nature of the
processes of text production and interpretation. The 'social practice' dimension, on
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the other hand, is concerned with the social analysis of the institutional and
organizational circumstances of the discursive event and how these affect the
discursive practice.
Assumptions about social relations underlying interactional practices are naturalized
without people being aware of them, thus resulting in social reproductions of
relations of domination. Fariclough (1995) explains the struggle for dominance
among different ideologies as follows:
Opposition and struggle are built into the view of the ‘orders of discourse’ of
social institutions as ‘pluralistic’, each involving a configuration of potentially
antagonistic ‘ideological-discursive formations’ (IDFs), which are ordered in
dominance. The dominance of one IDF over others within an order of discourse
results in the naturalization of its (ideological) meanings and practices.
Resistance is most likely to come from subjects whose positioning within other
institutions and orders of discourse provides them with the resources to resist.
(p. 25)
Fairclough (1992) argues that “discursive practices are ideologically invested in so
far as they incorporate significations which contribute to sustaining or restructuring
power relations” (p. 91). That is, the relationship between language and ideology
should be viewed within the context of sociocultural change and that texts are
considered ideological based on how they affect power relations. He maintains that
change in discoursal events involves innovation and creativity that depart from
conventions and expectations. It may also involve the co-occurrence of contradictory
aspects, such as formal and informal style or written and spoken forms.
(CDA) is thus interested in examining language about language or communication
about communication as an integral component of social life. It is meant to reveal
how metadiscourse not only reflects attitudes and beliefs, but is also a powerful tool
in shaping ideologies and indicating sociocultural change (Fairclough, 2003).
The data analysis follows a quantitative interpretive approach that attempts to
distinguish recurrent themes in order to track the popular framing of social media
language. Rather than claiming to be quantitatively representative, the analysis seeks
to focus on the metadiscursive construction of social processes in the corpus
(Fairclough, 2003). The aim is thus to “examine the broad semantic and evaluative
fields that are established linguistically and to identify those recurrent narrative
resources ‘threaded’” throughout the corpus (Thrulow, 2016, p. 672).
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In the next section the selected articles will be examined in order to determine the
dominant themes in the metadiscursive construction of Arabic CMD. Some themes
will be further divided into subthemes. Extracts from the corpus will be cited for
illustration.

4. Analysis and Discussion

This section is devoted to a thorough analysis of the data. To start with, several terms
were used in the selected articles to refer to CMD. Some of them were quite usual
such as 4S sedl) 43l — < y5Y) 431 (Internet language — Facebook language), whereas
some were strange-sounding, including the following:

i yal) — (s 30 padl - g e padl — A jall 3 jalall — l Y1l T S5l all

Franco-Arabic — Arabish — The Arabizi phenomenon — Arabizi — Arabzi — Arabtini
The above terms all reflect the use of hybrid script online to write Arabic in Roman
characters. The bizarreness of the names also suggests the bizarreness of this new
language.

The following eight main themes were distinguished in relation to the
metadiscursive construction of CMD in the selected articles, with a number of
relevant subthemes as shown in figure 1.

Figure 1

Themes Distinguished in the Data

1

I T T T T T T 1

Threat to Arabic Spread D_|storted & Linked to youth . _C)ffhng Freatlvg & Bt 8 ey Not a thrgat to
& growth improper problems infilteration innovative Arabic
L Taking

I Conspiracy

theory
M Calling for

action

The following sections provide a detailed account on the detected themes along with
examples from the data with their translation (provided by the researcher).
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4.1 CMD is a Threat to Arabic Language
The most salient theme in the data was representing CMD as a serious threat to
Arabic language. In the following examples, CMD was portrayed as being
responsible for the deterioration and marginalization of Arabic which may even lead
to its extinction. Several metaphors were used in the articles to portray this threat.
CMD was portrayed as an invasion, a disease and a disobedient son, whereas Arabic
was depicted as a miserable mom who has turned into a helpless infant and a queen
being dethroned. It is also worth mentioning that CMD was recurrently depicted as
a war and a western conspiracy against Arabic language. Some even linked it to
terrorist plots against Muslims and the entire Islamic identity (see table 2).

Table 2

Examples of CMD as a Threat to Arabic

Threatening Arabic

Using metaphors

Conspiracy theory

33 Chanal A el il

dadl e
The Arabic language has
become threatened and at
stake.

Bl 4301 e e Ty
This hybrid that has come
to threaten the future of
the Arabic language.

Mg A hall el 3l
A el Azl
To sound the alarm for
threatens to the Arabic
language.
Leeddioy (A )l s Azl ) seda-
i agilidlaa A ) Ll
Bl jaas 23gd e Yl
da sl sl B Ay sl

s o (ol dagadl aalll -
358 Al Lo oo B b G
L L8 Y A
Standard language stands
on the brink of collapsing
into a bottomless abyss.

ool 138 ) g e LadEy-
To rescue it from the
clutches of this invasion.

Fosal) A2l g 5
The invasion of this

monstrous language.
Lenly Caianlly Lital el

Ll s
Violating our language
and attacking its

foundations and value.

Gl dralall 456l o Loa-
Sy allall
A war on the collective
identity of the Islamic
world.
A el Aalll sags Loa 4al g
L2 CalSial) Al ¢ e 3
We are facing a war that
threatens the  Arabic
language and shakes the
tongues of its speakers.
O leal (ga el A jell Azl
Sl o8 4l dabi
anll Cliaatiee Clagial
The Arabic language is
subjected to organized
campaigns to distort its
ability to adapt to the
latest developments.
G Lale 3 yal all-
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The emergence of a
“parallel language” used
by Arab youth in their
online conversations that
threatens the future of the
Arabic  language in
everyday life.

ii} ;\:\_’)‘J\ M\ . e

i pad
Weakens the Arabic
language and blurs its
peculiarity.

A pll Bl saa e Jans-
Works to obliterate the
Arabic language.

gyl Al e
Marginalizing the Arabic
language.

o) yallg WY al yie) Jaus-
pedsn 095 Ol s

A ) Aal) B e
Amidst the objection of
parents and educational
experts, who confirm their
fear of the extinction of
the Arabic language.

elaay) dual il Jilu 5 Zal-
Auall Gie g
The language of social
media threatens the
throne of the Arabic
language.
ENVE PR SRR FYi g g
e e
Harms the Arabic
language and threatens
its throne.
dialll 3gse uSaidl -
2!
A mirror reflecting the
disobedience  of the
mother tongue.
b a2l Ay Ay jall dalll-
gl ) ) gl 1
acall g de )
It is as if the Arabic
language in this era has
turned into an infant who
needs care and support.

Conspiracy is a right to
us.
o Jall @llas il 5 el sall-
oo Jeai Y ) e yall g A
Ldall g dula Y1 ekl
Aalll e sloadll
The conspiracy against
the language and the
Arabs, which IS
inseparable from terrorist
plots and plans to
undermine the language.
8 5a e 5 Sl A ) SI-
& =iyl Jual 5l
LY (e dnpe G alie
@Yl Gpall e Juii 5 A el
Calusall
Innovative writing codes
on social media sites...are
Western conspiracies that

undermine the Arab
nation and harm the
Islamic  religion and
Muslims.

Since CMD was frequently represented in the articles as a threat to Arabic language,
several instances were encountered in the corpus of people calling for action to
protect Arabic. Suggestions included carrying out language reform, revival,
implementing language policy and planning, as well as adapting Arabic to
technological advances. Some even called for complete linguistic, social,
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educational and judicial reform. These considered it a matter of ‘national security’
that should be a top priority for the government (see table 3).

Table 3
Examples of Calling for Action to Protect Arabic Language
Protecting Language Revival Language policy | Adaptation to
Arabic reform and planning technology
s @S | Andla) Gllee- [l oAl Glladll- [ Al s ol | ARl s abde plai-
L&Y gl | Aol LU LEY | s dedle o dpal) | Alie by jriadgdpzdll | eliaa¥) oISA 5 4y )
It calls for | Processes  of | (ilai] lilaay oLl " 58 oal" | Success of projects for
concerted efforts | reform to revive | sdlxinY 48€s aaaiy | The state should | Arabic language
to save it the Arabic o)lsd | adopt the issue | computing and
DAY s g 8- | language What is required | and consider it a | artificial intelligence
il Al il | #3a)  oslhe | for  the  Arabic | matter of [ 0sS O gsmall Gas
Sound the alarm | 481 = 53 | language to | “national waldll Sl dl jan ol
to protect the | (s zbal | recover from its | security”. il ag
Arabic language s ol s | predicament dla 5S8 of - | Arabs must have their
An Arabic | carrying out | <Y 4klis y4ea | own search engine just
linguistic intensive reviving | ~=dll 42lll xal i | like the Chinese.
reform is|and  renovation | There must be | We s Guuli 355 -
required, processes to | planned effortsto | 4 oSl dalll e o jis
accompanied by | restore balance stop the decline | A higher authority
educational, dpall Al Galeiiul- | of standard | must be established to
political  and Jylall lhale) 5 | language. supervise the language
legislative Reviving the of technology
reform Arabic language

and bringing it
back to everyday
use.
) ela)  sale)-
bl Gypani s ey jall
Lganlas
Reviving the
Arabic language
and modernizing
its teaching
methods
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Bl el AeS
Hlsa e dnd

Jaal gl
How to revive the
Arabic language
through social

networks

4.2 Spread and growth of CMD

Most of the selected articles referred to the fast growth and spread of the Internet
together with CMD. Sometimes this was represented in a negative light as some kind
of dangerous invasion or unwanted upsurge. Several statistics were also used to
prove this rapid growth but very few of which were documented using sources (only
the last two examples in table 4), thus detracting from their credibility.

Table 4

Examples of Spread and Growth of CMD

Spread and growth of CMD

Statistics

Capdall gy ) Cal i) 13-
This fast and frightening drift
adl 1 Ll gaale and cai-
o> sl
We stand almost helpless in the
face of this technological
upsurge
bl Cas 311 13a
This increasing encroachment
LeS iy o el Ledaly 5 ¢ HAT Leliid-
Odla g ayl
Another transmits it, hundreds
exchange it, then thousands
and millions share it
Calaatul 3 alUall sda-
This phenomenon has been
aggravated

(e V€ i 5il) it e s Al dllginsa oje (sl VA -
There are 18 million Arabs who are technology consumers rather
than producers (ranking 14™ globally)
leie 70V 5 ol puid o dadia alliad 4 gl 8 Gzl (e ZAY e S
s e Ul Gllias
Over 81% of Saudi institutions have a Facebook page, and 52% of
them have a Twitter account.
Alall (A, Y e ol Gl Zlll )l (5 siaall A 2y 35 Y-
Arabic digital content does not exceed 1.2 percent.
1497 ale i Yl Gopall Galeaiall (e e Yo ST Y oediiine 330 zanal-
The number of Arab Internet users has grown 25 times folds than
the that in 1996.
i Y caddiine (e ZA s e ST S caladl Jlaall J a8 e Y il Leie -
0% YV, T ) Al sda cacadlil ¥ o) o Jglay g ol cpslalill g
When the Internet began to become available to the public, more
than 80% of Internet users were English speakers, but by 2010, this
percentage had fallen to 27.3%.
Al Ll A ) a4l Clalll (e 790 e eliadll e e iyl aclud-
Os s
The Internet helps eradicate 95% of living languages, according to
a study published by Plus One magazine.
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Aad eddie 220 Al (YY) Gl VLA sl dasy) Clibany LE -

Gigala YA G jall Jgall syl
According to 2021 International Telecommunication Union
statistics, the number of Internet users in Arab countries has
reached 291 million.

4.3 CMD is improper, distorted and deformed

Internet discourse was frequently described in the corpus as distorted and deformed.
It was often placed in opposition to ‘proper’ language, thus deviating from linguistic
rules and standards. Since it combines both Arabic and English script, there were
several references to CMD as ‘hybrid’ but in a negative sense, implying that it is
unoriginal and impure. As illustrated in table 5, while some described CMD as
bizarre and ‘monstrous’, others likened it to an illegitimate child of unknown origins,

whereas others considered it a kind of ‘linguistic pollution .

Table 5

Examples of CMD Being Improper, Distorted and Deformed

CMD is improper

CMD is distorted and deformed

Aondl 2o gy o 3 Y a3l ) sela-
The appearance of a new language that
does not abide by the rules of Arabic
o) g Ll g Ay e dal-
An informal language that has no rules
s 3_all 5 dpadan 42l
A superficial language and an unfavorable
phenomenon
Vs i,y ¥ G cabief dpaalld co myl e Wi
QUS4 lme V5 e
On the Internet, the disaster is more grave,
as there is no censorship, evaluation, or
writing standards
4 lll elaa¥) Jaal ail) Jilu g ediiine Sl jlas-
Ll 5 oaadll dalaly Jaali 5 it 4 52l ac) 58 adigs
Lass s

sl ol ima, s 5l
The Arabizi phenomenon, the hybrid
of language death
A a5 A oall (o A 431 ) sela-
The emergence of a hybrid language
combining Arabic and English

:\_.\gyd\ :\_u‘),d\ ZJM\ é...ml\ dalll-

The strange monstrous hybrid

language

IS A sgaalale V0 U8 (s 3m sally caal o
Crs) s 8yl

Arabize was born 15 years ago for
unknown parents at an unknown
place

Fowall Al 4 -
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The linguistic practices of social media
users undermine well-established linguistic
rules related to the maintenance of
standard Arabic and the its very existence
Slall el 9 A3l e ) gy Jailad) (o je 4 jlia-
Disregarding the rules of the language and

The
language

Linguistic pollution

invasion of the monstrous

@)ﬂﬁ_@:_

the foundations of Arabic

4.4 Linking CMD to youth problems
It was found that CMD was repeatedly linked in the data to youth problems. This
primarily included the fact that young people like to imitate each other blindly, lack
proper culture and education and have been ‘spoilt by technology’. The popular
conception is that young people are fond of CMD for its speed and brevity as they
are always in a hurry. They also prefer CMD since it is trendy and can be used to
show off. The use of CMD is also recurrently linked to an identity crisis suffered by
youth who have lost their loyalty to Arabic culture and are tempted to embrace
everything that is western or foreign. Table 6 illustrates some of the most relevant

examples in this respect.

Table 6

Examples of Linking CMD to Youth Problems

Imitation and lack of culture

Young people are
always in a hurry

Trendiness and

change

Identity crisis

) sl 2 e Uil slaic -
Our youth are copy cats

dyy ¥ G g2 sl Ja-

Lia ol <A1 At

Today's  generation s
uncultured, does not read,
and has been spoilt by
technology

- dalsly bl el
e duaa Gl ey Glalhiag
Lal)

da 2 asdl da-
B n  t«zapping»-
YO PRI S

adaall)
Today’s
“zapping”
generation  who
want everything
on the spot.

40 gall) dia gall-
Trendy language
AUl L Jaal il -
People use it to
show off

e el gal g &l lasa-
Loall ARl bl
iy Y sl dy g J

L sl adlaily
The loss of the feeling
among many young
people that the Arabic
language constitutes
their identity, as they
do not feel a true
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The generation is completely sense of belonging to
attracted to new chatting it
terms and vocabulary A alell ol
Cragusl oelaia¥) dual sill a8l sa- el Bl e adalaind
s Adna 5 A el ARl Jead) iy L J8 ) e ol
Gl (preadindl RSN PRggS
Social  networking  sites The youth that needs
contributed to spreading to be cultured and
ignorance of the Arabic rescued from
language and made young escaping to
users actually enjoy this. everything  western
and foreign

4.5 Infiltrating into the offline world
Several voices in the data complained that the use of CMD was not restricted to the
online world anymore since it has started infiltrating into our everyday language.
The following extracts offer some examples.
slia (alia 8 cla Las) e ;i) ol i) e 5 ) Jila )l o i e iy dad axial )
e sl QLG
The language of the Internet is no longer confined to short messages via phone or
the Internet,but has entered the core of young people’s daily lives.
Caabeay 3 eeln V5 g ol ) ) Al ol e sSI1 g i) gl ) (e AUST 038 sl A LY
Al o gL i A 380 gl (s 5l A e Ylaa s aelan s UGl 6 sall
The style of this writing has gone beyond phones and computers to enter the streets
and neighborhoods, as one encounters bakeries, restaurants, shops, or even
television programs that follow the same style.
clilaia¥) alle ) &l g e iy alle e da i Y

It has surpassed the Internet world and infiltrated into that of exams.

Aalad) slall g (o ylaad) g gl b e g ¢ caladind 3 jalall oda €
This phenomenon has become more aggravated and invaded homes, schools, and
public life.
4.6 Counter-voices
Despite the above negative representation of CMD in the corpus, several positive
counter-voices were found that praise CMD as a new innovative form of language
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that facilitates fast communication and does not pose a threat to Arabic language.
Some acknowledged that CMD promotes language creativity and innovation as it
has allowed introducing new linguistic forms and coining new terms. It is also brief
and easy to use since it saves time and meets the needs of youth in expressing
themselves in a more up-to-date way. Those opinions seem to recognize this kind of
discourse as a form of language change which is ‘smart’, ‘modern’ and ‘innovative’

(see table 7).

Table 7

Examples of Positive Counter-voices

Creative

Easy to use

Up-to-date

¢l yual Cind g cbuaa 4y g3l da & a0
Glallaiag g lail 5
Creating new linguistic forms,
coining expressions, and
creating terminology
sda 4 daxdiuall Ayl Glad)-
oy Hghafiy 28y aa Jailusll
idade ) guan
The linguistic patterns used in
these media are distinguished,
unique, evolving, and changing
in an amazing way
bl L a4 i saaa Aal ¢ g -
AV Aalll e Calisidiiag yulaas
The emergence of a new written
language that has a style,
standards, and characteristics
different from the mother tongue
GG el Jual gl e
DY liall Glhaall s s JISEH g )i
s Gilana 5 oLl
The people of social media who
are absorbed in the creation of
new forms and have free rein to

invent modern words and terms
8 Sine 5 A0S0 Ll Anlail) 45l oa et

Brief
oyl o il
5 il g
Quick and short
vocabulary
Ll e g dsd oa-
A Sy o
Aok e b
It is an easy
language that
conveys the
message in the
fastest way
oYl Aal s
| baid) €I
Internet language
IS more concise

ASlsay Alew 43l
Llaslly | shall
An easy language
that keeps up with
development and
modernity
S cupmy) Al
Glaall 5 A ged) o
The language of
the Internet is
based on
facilitation  and
practicality
& & omls Jenl ogd-
s
Since it is easier
and faster to write

Ausas A pac Al
Jus 5
A modern and
favorable
language
communication
V) oa Lo iyl dal-
bl Al el
sl
The language of
the Internet is only
a reflection of the
language of young
people in real life.
O3kl e ae QBB
de i
Adapts to the era of
development and
fast-paced world

for
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This  youth  language

innovative

characterized by being smart and

is

While most of the opinions represented in the corpus warn of the threat CMD poses
to Arabic language as discussed above, a few counter voices, on the other hand,
provide reassurance that Arabic cannot be affected by CMD. Some even
acknowledged a positive impact of CMD in promoting literacy and enriching Arabic
content on the Internet. Those who regard CMD in a positive light consider it a
double-edged weapon. In other words, CMD is ‘not intrinsically defective’ or
harmful to Arabic, since it can give us the ‘opportunity’ to explore ‘new linguistic
perspectives’ and conduct further research into the use of Arabic on social media

(see table 8).

Table 8

Examples of Acknowledging the Positive Effect of CMD

CMD not a threat to Arabic

Positive effect

Taking advantage

S A padl Zall o ddaall Jiasl Y-
el Ogle Teo i L Gy
JS sl i )Yy Al lgle Sigin
Leasli
I cannot imagine for a single
moment that the Arabic
language, which is spoken by
about 300 million people, will
be affected or eliminated by
“Arabish” in any way.
LA LS sda g ol jall dal Lital-
L S350 Ol Baas Aunsa 3 o
Our language is the language
of the Qur’an, and these
words are an intrusion and

"3 saaall" e ¥ ) e et -
Jiad b adlsdl sda aiaal S
3L g 50 )
Despite the “limited” positive
impact that these sites have
had in encouraging reading
and writing
(eeleiall Jual sl llsa) Jinie

Sl yadll Gladiall <YL
Cla gl g Heally Sl saill
G Al A el Bl ddiagl

lle lial)

Social networking sites are
full of thousands of pages,
tweets, blogs, photos and
videos proudly displaying

slal sl elaia¥) dualgill Jiluy -
Ay (A L)y led Gul cadly ¢SS
Lo Lalasin
Modern social media is a tool like a
weapon; it is not intrinsically
defective but it depends on the way we
use it
oe daalill el ) il ey Y-
Judisally (8 snaall 4yl Clelasiny)
Lot lalls T kv T8 lajliels (b
dm b e yaY) (s shay
The problems resulting from the new
linguistic forms in “social media”
should not be viewed as pure evil.
Rather, it may offer an opportunity.
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just a new fad that will not
affect it

i Y A e A jall CRSH AL g
Ll S e T pdise 05SE Of (S
i Y pae (A Gl 8 Ge By
The ease of how Arabic is
adapting to Internet culture
could be an indication that
Arabic is far from becoming
extinct in the Internet era

Arabic language and calling
for its preservation.
lade () @8l gall 03¢d dnlaa) pal Jals-
Cued elaia¥) Jual sill Gliaia (e
S 3055 U (ol 13a 5 iy pal) 42l
i Y e () G siaall
Perhaps the most important
positive aspect of these sites is
that a number of social media
platforms have  started
supporting the Arabic
language, which has led to the
spread of Arabic content on
the Internet.

Byda A gl (31 LY Liayl dia j Liaiai
Uasad; dBane Gisag ol a) Gl el s
So An el pdaatdl 4l cldadiny)
WL Jlud suallyy
It also offers us an opportunity to
uncover new linguistic perspectives,
which requires conducting in-depth
research on the linguistic practices of
Arabic speakers on “social media.”

5. Discussion

The following chart shows the distribution of themes related to the metadiscursive
construction of CMD in the corpus (figure 2). It is noticed that threatening Arabic
was by far the most predominant theme in the corpus (40%), whereas linking CMD
to youth problems came in the second place (13%). This is followed by highlighting
the distorted and improper nature of CMD, which is equally discussed as its rapid
growth (11%). The more positive opinions expressing counter-voices which are
more optimistic about the future of CMD, on the other hand, appeared more scarcely
in the corpus, including its creativity (9%), brevity (7%) and ways we can benefit
from it (7%). Finally, the infiltration of CMD into everyday language was the least
mentioned theme in the data (2%).
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Figure 2
Distribution of Themes in the Data
m Threatening Arabic m Spread & growth
m Distorted & improper Linked to youth problems
m Offline infiltration m Creative & innovative
W Brief & easy m Taking advantage

Whereas the data cannot be claimed to be representative, it still points to a rather
negative metadiscursive representation of CMD in newspaper articles. It is worth
noting that most of those who were apprehensive and critical of CMD were Arabic
teachers, professors or people working in the education profession. This explains
their concern about the deterioration of Arabic language among young people, as
well as the change in their values in general. Moreover, it was noticed that those who
called for taking serious action to protect the Arabic language were Arabic teachers
and professors in particular.

The more positive opinions, on the other hand, came from young people and internet
users who think that CMD saves time and serves their needs to express themselves
easily. However, the more objective opinions or rational voices belonged to
sociologists and psychiatrists who acknowledged the youth’s need for change and
self-expression. Not surprisingly, scholars, writers and journalists contributed the
rest of the more optimistic counter-voices that provided reassurance about the future
of language and suggested benefiting from the potential offered by CMD for
linguistic scholarship, as well as for promoting the Arabic language itself.

A possible shift in attitudes towards CMD may be detected in the data. It was noticed

that the older articles reflected relatively more negative attitudes, whereas the more
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positive counter-voices appeared in more recent articles (starting 2018). This is
reflected in the use of the more strange-sounding terms in earlier articles to refer to
CMD, including (simdl — (s 3 0ml - (s 3mmll — 4 5m0 j=ll 5 allall (Arabtini — Arabizi —
Arabzi — the Arabizi phenomenon) implying its novelty and bizarreness.

This is also suggested by the choice of headlines which were extremely negative in
earlier articles, unlike more recent ones which started to feature headlines wondering
about the potential of CMD or acknowledging the possibility of advantages.
Nevertheless, that is not to say that the later articles ceased to reflect the same
negative metadiscursive representation of the earlier ones. In table 9, for instance,
the first three headlines reveal extremely negative representations, as opposed to the
last three headlines which are more neutral and highlight the controversial status of
CMD.

Table 9
Variation in Headlines Over Time
Title Date
a ol Ll o S e N e R 2016
-1..1./!.' UM e gD \_4"‘"“‘".;4‘ _’,,_»,l};,l (Pl g 4al S e
“Arabizi”, the language of social media, threatens the throne of Arabic
B9-EL S 2 Ol pp neloixV] Jolaidl Jilwg 2016
AVl asll
Social media ...a mirror reflecting the disobedience of the mother tongue
2016
A ) G s
The language of social media threatens the throne of Arabic language
Slazilly yoydll elaizVl Juolgill gélgeg dy sl dslll 2018
Arabic language and social media websites: Opportunities and challenges
SncloixVl Jolgidb lpaoc S .. "aw " (sollall poull (o8 2018
On the International Day of Arabic language ..how to protect it by social
media?
flgale Jadlal of dall) i A0y ASud J385 JA 2019
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Will the Internet Kkill the language or preserve it?

The metadiscursive representation of CMD in newspaper articles can be seen in the
light of the relationships between discourse, power, ideology and sociocultural
change discussed by Fairclough (1992, 1995). The above findings points to a
struggle for power and dominance between different ideologies along with a
significant sociocultural change.

The new trend represented by Internet users, particularly young people, is departing
from traditional linguistic norms and embracing a more hybrid identity that caters
for globalization in a fast-paced world. Those are increasingly favoring this new
variety for fast and easy communication. The change has not been confined to the
online world but is also extending to encompass different aspects of everyday life.
Moreover, this generation of Internet users are getting increasingly affected by
western languages and cultures, which is resulting in an identity shift. With the fast-
growing body of CMD and its evolving features, these interactional and linguistic
practices of this revolutionary ideology affected by technology and western culture
are coming to be naturalized. It may hence be posited that this is coming to constitute
a dominant ideological discursive formation (IDF) which is gaining more and more
power in Arab societies.

On the other hand, traditional conservative users of language with their classical
ideology are rejecting the new phenomenon of CMD and view it as a form of
intrusion to our Arab culture and identity. These language purists represent a
contrary IDF or opposition and struggle to maintain their ideology and sustain
control over linguistic practices and standards. They even seek to delegitimize CMD
by discursively portraying it in an evil light as a war or a conspiracy not only on
Arabic language but also on identity and religion.

On the other hand, the counter-voices which are starting to acknowledge the positive
aspects of CMD constitute yet another emerging IDF pointing to a further trend of
sociocultural change. These scholars, writers and people from academia form a more
open-minded group who acknowledge the necessity of change and regard CMD
from a more objective perspective.
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6. Conclusion
The present study has attempted to analyze the metadiscursive construction of CMD
using a manageable sample of Arabic newspaper articles collected online over a six-
year period from 2016 till 2022. Drawing upon CDA techniques (Fairclough, 1002,
1995), the selected articles were analyzed in order to uncover the metadiscursive
themes in the representation of this metadiscourse in traditional media.
A number of salient themes were found including primarily those that portray CMD
in a negative light on the basis of threatening Arabic language. It was often referred
to as a distorted and improper variety of language which is spreading very rapidly to
the extent of infiltrating into our everyday life. The language of online
communication was also often linked to common complaints about the deterioration
of youth language proficiency and their loss of identity. On the other hand, a number
of counter-voices were detected in the corpus, especially in more recent articles,
which point to the advantages of CMD as a creative form of communication which
Is fast and easy to use and may even be used to promote Arabic language and
contribute to its modernization rather than extinction.
The findings reveal a relationship between CMD and a number of conflicting
ideologies in the Arab world. The first ideology which is increasingly gaining
dominance is represented by Internet users, particularly the youth, who are affected
by western culture. The second is language purists who are fighting to maintain
traditional language standards and Arab identity and the third is represented by more
neutral voices from the academia. The findings also point to a significant
sociocultural change towards favoring faster, more innovative and practical forms
of communication that do not adhere to traditional linguistic norms or even to the
mother tongue. This change is not only observed in the online environment but has
started infiltrating to other aspects of everyday life in the Arab world.
While purists may be concerned about the future of Arabic language, it must be
admitted that language change is inevitable. Language is not a static entity, but rather
a dynamic being which is bound to change and develop in order to cater for the needs
of a given era. A language that fails to do so may otherwise become extinct or fall
out of use, as was the case with many extinct languages.
As linguists, we must, therefore, seize the unmatched opportunity of benefiting from
the vast amount of linguistic data available online in machine-readable form. This
can undoubtedly serve to unravel new trends in language use and enlighten us on
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innovative language use in this emerging virtual medium. This is particularly true of
Arabic CMD which has so far been under-researched and is still an extremely fertile
area of study. This in turn may contribute to the long debated and indispensable
process of adapting Arabic language to technological needs, as well as promoting
Arabic content online.

The study may also point to the need of devoting more attention to language policy
and planning in the Arab world. While acknowledging the inevitability of language
change, it is of particular importance to consider the diglossic situation in the Arab
world. With colloquial Arabic being the mother tongue of most Arabs used for
everyday purposes, and standard Arabic only learned at schools and restricted to
formal and official interactions, it may be advisable to consider ways for preserving
this language variety if we wish for it to survive in today’s fast-changing world.
Perhaps concerted efforts should be exerted by Arab states, scholars, educational
institutions and the media in this respect.

) all Al

Al aal Lyl

b 5 (i A ¢ e galadl aasl) bl A5l dlgalal 5 4yl Aall) dlas i yall A6l ailagags § < i)
e el s galans uadll sl dps (AAZY) dadia (Yo ) IZY LY

¢F 2anll ¥ alaall ) wilay s Aalll @l gy ¢ oadal YT Alladl 8 A jad) Zalll a3 2o Syl 5 iy el
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