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perspective
Dr. Ahmed Abdulhameed Omar
Department of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University - Egypt
ahmed.omar@art.asu.edu.eg

Abstract

This paper aims at introducing Arabic readers to the contributions of some
scholars who approached argumentation from a pragma-cognitive perspective
that is based upon relevance theory developed by Sperber and Wilson. These
contributions were the outcome of critical comments pertaining to the two most
prominent approaches to argumentation being insufficient: the dialectical and
rhetorical ones. Section 2 is devoted to displaying the main concepts of
relevance theory, especially the central notion that an optimal of an utterance
manifests itself when a hearer exerts the least cognitive effort for obtaining the
maximal cognitive effects. These theoretic notions illustrate, in section 3, why
the pragma-cognitive approach can develop and enrich both the dialectical and
rhetorical approaches. In section 4, by means of applications provided by
scholars of cognitive pragmatics, light is shed on how arguers, who commit the
fallacies of argumentum ad populum, argumentum ad verecundiam, and straw
man (as examples), design the interpretive contexts which enable them to pass
by their fallacies. Section 5 is designated to explain how an analysis, with the
help of relevance theoretic tools, can reconstruct an argumentative discourse
more efficiently when selecting the pragmatic optimum of an unexpressed
premise.

Keywords: argumentation, pragma-dialectics, cognitive pragmatics, relevance
theory, fallacies
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