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Madness and the birth of psychiatry at Michel Foucault.

Mirvat Syed Radwan Muhammad
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Abstract:

The research deals with the topic of madness and the
relationship of madness to mental illness by examining the general
features of the history of madness in western culture and the
treatments that have been made to it throughout the different ages,
starting from the renaissance and passing through the classic age
until the modern age. As the book on the history of madness in the
classical age is considered on the most important works of Michel
Foucault not only in dealing with the history of dealing with
madness but also because it presents for the first time his basic
idea about the relationship between power and knowledge in
addition to studying the formation of psychological discourse and
its relationship to dealing with madness but also because it
presents for the first time his basic idea about the relationship
between power and knowledge in addition to studying the
formation of psychological discourse and its relationship to
dealing with madness in different institutions starting form
reservations the big and even the psychiatric hospital.

This research also aims to identify how the book on the history of
madness has addressed the division between reason and madness
and open a method of dialogue in the problem atic of their
relationship in the field of modern contemporary philosophy in
order to reveal the mysterious side of a person but madness.

key words: Michel Foucault, madness, the classical age,
psychological clinic, panopticon, power, discourse, discipline.

VoY pald ae QY A alad) Gl Ao
VA



