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An insistence on seeing both cases as manifestations of one archetypal symbol has
enabled us to glean connotations from the Sumerian motif and test them within the
Abbasid Islamic parallel.
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Abu al-Atahiyah’s very simply stated line amounts to the claim for the divine
appointment of the caliph.
15 Stetkevych, the Poetics of Legitimacy, 150.
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He assumes his office by divine sanction.
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[It] expresses the relation of domination and submission.
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It links the cosmic and the political order and in this way legitimates the latter.
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The marriage image is only alluded to in the bride’s revealing herself to the caliphal
bridegroom. The hierarchy of their mutual homage is here more accentuated because
before the caliph’s much superior appearance, the world’s beauty is turned into its
opposite.

TV dalaYU el asdall caba ol Y7
24 Bloch, the Ritual of the Royal Bath, 278.
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People aligned themselves along the lines of social linkages.
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The ruler exerts his power not indiscriminately, but in accordance with divine decree.
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A divinely endowed Kingship was considered the only guarantor of continuity and
prosperity.
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It is beyond challenge.
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It is an oath notorious for the completeness of its sanctions.
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Technique of Sacred Marriage between Caliph and Authority in
Panegyric Poetry

Prof. Mishari Abd El-Aziz Al-Mousa
Department of Arabic Language, Kuwait University, Kuwait

Abstract

One of the poetic techniques, which poets have employed in their panegyric poetry and
have not attracted scholars’ considerable attention, is to represent the relation between
caliphs and authority by a sacred marriage. The first scholar mentioning sacred marriage
in brief when studying Arabic panegyric poetry is Stefan Sperl. However, all previous
studies have depended on one textual example. This has been a challenge we have faced.
We have defeated this challenge by following some methodological criteria. Therefore,
this study analyzes textual poems that have not been examined to investigate the sacred
marriage in them. This study also ends up with critical findings that may expand research
horizons for other scholars. The study has been divided into an introduction, literature
review and what special about this study, a practical section where the selected poems are
analyzed and divided into two kinds: obligatory sacred marriage and voluntary sacred
marriage, and a conclusion with the most significant findings.

Keywords: rhetorical device of sacred marriage, Arabic panegyric poetry, Arabic
Rhetoric

GV B alad) Caad) Alya Yo¥e gl (L1l g ciladll) (ualdd) ¢ 5ad)
Vé¢



