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Abstract

In a relatively small quiet city in Egypt, in a horrific incident devoid of humanity, Naira Ashraf, a
student at Mansoura University, was stabbed several times mercilessly until she dropped dead in
the daylight in front of hundreds. A safe city turned into a crime scene in the blink of an eye. This
atrocious crime was an eye-opener to many psychological and sociological problems that nobody
had ever noticed. The goal of the current study is to examine the criminal psychotic confessions
of Mohammed Adel the killer of Naira Ashraf and analyze his behavior using neutralization
discourse analysis. This study includes analyzing his confessions from a linguistic perspective.
The confessions were based on his final testimony in court from a YouTube video uploaded by a
journalist at Almasry-Alyoum newspaper’s official channel. Neutralization discourse plays a key
role in explaining why criminal conduct persists and grows in prevalence. The confessions contain
a wide variety of neutralization discourse strategies. Therefore, this study presents an analysis that
logically covers these strategies by using both a deductive and an inductive approach. The
framework of Sykes and Matza (1957) is used to analyze the linguistic traits of criminal offenders.
It was found that murderers were more prone than other criminals who commit crimes that do not
involve murder to explain and justify their criminal behavior in causal terms, with a comparatively
high amount of subordinating conjunctions, implying more cause-and-effect allegations. This
framework of the analysis indicated that criminals were inclined to render the crime as an
inevitable consequence of a plan (something that ‘had’ to be undertaken to reach a motive); their
brutality is, therefore, more deliberate, and purpose-driven than that of other criminals.

Keywords: Criminals’ Language, Neutralizations Discourse Analysis, Romanticizing Killers,
Labeling, Violence against Women.
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1- Introduction:

Why is it important to study the language of criminals?

The examination of the language of criminals may throw insight into topics
like mental disorders and apathy, which are useful for creating measures to
prevent violent crimes. In addition to increased research being done on them, society
has started to show more interest in studying criminal behavior.

An individual’s personality is the culmination of all the characteristics that
make him/her unique and reflects how he/she interacts with the world around
him/her, including others and their attitudes. These characteristics can be understood
through his feelings, behavior, deeds, and outer traits. His inclinations, needs,
aspirations, skills, notions, and character qualities are normal, yet when one fails,
the other does too. Some of these elements develop into disorders of personality and
mental illnesses which push the perpetrator of a crime to break the law and violate
social norms and values. This study discusses how mental illness could push people
to seek retribution, hurt, and commit fraudulent activities (Baumeister, 1999). To
comprehend the behavior and disorders of a psychopathic criminal, this
study attempts to present a neutralization discourse analysis of Mohamed Adel’s
final confessions in court. According to Sykes and Matza’s (1957) theory,
neutralization linguistic strategies such as “the negation of accountability, negation
of causing harm, negation of hurting a victim, condemning the victim, and appeal to
higher loyalties” have an essential effect on an individual’s choice to engage in
criminal behavior. Discourse analysis tools were utilized to examine Adel’s framing
of his victim, his act of violence, and the underlying reason for the crime he
committed using publicly published court confessions. The findings show that his
language contains neutralization linguistic strategies, particularly how he framed his
victim, the anguish he inflicted on her, and the factors that led to his actions
represented in linguistic analysis.

2- Theoretical Background: Strategies of Neutralization

Christensen (2010) described neutralization strategies, also known as
rationalizations or justifications, as explanations for abnormal behavior.
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Neutralization strategies are found to bein the problematic zone of being
widely criticized yet being widely adopted (Eliason, et al., 2000). They are regarded
as a crucial, if not the most essential explanation of abnormal behavior, including
money laundering and theft (Hirschi, 1969). In the study of abnormal behavior,
neutralization strategies have therefore come to be one of the most widely used terms
(Copes, 2003). Among the first researchers to explore neutralization strategies were
Sykes and Matza (1957). They put forth five main categories of
neutralization tactics— The negation of accountability, the negation of
causing harm, the negation of a victim, condemning the victim, and appealing to
higher loyalties—to explain abnormal behavior. These five neutralization tactics,
sometimes referred to as the “famous five,” are frequently employed in a variety of
areas (Copley, 2014). Several additional novel strategies have also been discovered
at the same time (Copley, 2014).

Neutralization Discourse

Studies on forensics and delinquent behavior gave rise to
neutralization discourse (Hirschi, 1969). Hirschi (1969) claims that neutralization is
the main strategy used to rationalize crimes and outlines how white-collar criminal
behavior is acquired. Criminals argue about executing wrongdoing by rendering it
as palatable as part of a deliberate self-persuasion. In an examination of defalcators,
Ben-Yehuda, (1985) observed that they used vocabularies of adjustment to explain
away their illicit actions, such as saying they only borrowed the money. By using
these words, defalcators were able to downplay the obvious discrepancy in their
actions and accepted standards and regulations. Sykes and Matza (1957) wanted to
understand how young criminals acquired neutralization strategies rather than using
the expression “rationalization” to describe the rationale behind
criminal behavior. They claim that criminals obtain skills so they can flout the
regulations and standards they are customarily brought up to obey.

Neutralization discourse aims to clarify the dichotomy of criminals breaking
the rules they have been brought up with yet feeling no remorse or regret. These
criminals use language strategies to persuade themselves that it is okay in the present
moment to act in a way that is often seen to be unethical to maintain their sense of
self-worth and muzzle self-reproaching. While not completely rejected, rules are
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temporarily put aside so that violators feel free to break them (Henry, 2007). As a
result, self-illusion serves to reconcile their inappropriate behavior with the regret
and disgrace that follow (Cohen, 2001). Since this behavior is justified both before
and during the offense, abnormal conduct is accepted by the criminal (Sykes and
Matza, 1957).

One crucial idea in Sykes and Matza’s (1957) explanation of a criminal’s
choice of committing a murder is his capacity to justify or mitigate his
violent conduct. When a perpetrator of a crime develops a rationale that acquits his
actions and their repercussions, neutralization strategies take place (Christensen,
2010). The negation of accountability, negation of causing harm, negation of hurting
a victim, condemning the victim, and appeal to higher loyalties are the five tactics
of neutralization that are most specifically mentioned. Denial of responsibility
typically happens when a criminal ascribes the cause of his actions to variables
beyond his domination (such as teasing or provocation). When the victimization of
the innocent is denied, like when, for example, a female’s outfit is to blame for being
verbally orsexually harassed, it is called “condemning the victim”.
Subsequently, condemnation of the condemners draws attention to the wrongdoings
of those who forbid the actions and challenges the higher authorities that the
preparator has higher moral standards than the laws that forbid his criminal conduct.

The current study thoroughly analyzes Adel’s language considering these
neutralization strategies. It is acknowledged that Adel’s offense represents an
extreme situation and is out of the ordinary. However, examining the prevalence of
such strategies in circumstances as extreme as Adel’s horrible crime can help
demonstrate the applicability of Sykes and Matza’s (1957) paradigm-defining ways
of neutralization.

3- Methodoloqgy:

A deductive and inductive approach was used for the analysis of the
confessions to encompass the neutralization strategies that exist within an orderly
framework and explain why some people sympathize with criminals from a
linguistic perspective.
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a- The Deductive Approach:

The analysis starts by deductively developing an initial framework that would
contribute to logically connecting the types of neutralization strategies. The
deductive approach involves beginning with a theory (Sykes and Matza’s (1957)
neutralization theory), developing a hypothesis from that theory, and then collecting
and analyzing data to test those hypotheses. Since the deductive approach is founded
on the core of what neutralization is, the initial framework utilized is rational and
comprehensive. Neutralizations of unacceptable conduct are tactics that serve to
deny, either completely or partially, someone’s accountability for the unacceptable
conduct (“I am not the one to blame.”) to reduce or eliminate guilt. Neutralizing or
justifying is then achievable in two distinct forms: negating unacceptable conduct
on one hand and claiming no accountability on the other. There is nothing wrong
with negating inappropriate conduct, no entity can be pointed at as accountable if
accountability is denied. Employing one of these two neutralization tactics indicates
there is no (or just limited) accountability for the unacceptable conduct in question
since there is aberrant conduct, but one is not accountable for it, or that one has
accountability but for aberrant conduct. As a result, there are two primary types of
unacceptable conduct justifications: negating aberrant conduct (“It is not aberrant.”)
and rejecting accountability (“I am not accountable for it.”).

Two additional classifications can be added to each of these groups. One can
refute unusual conduct by (I) falsifying what is true (“It is not true) or (II)
negating the established order (“It is not crucial”). By altering the narrative of the
circumstance, one might make it look as though the inappropriate conduct never
occurred by making the broken standard cease to be applicable. By altering the
standard so that it ceases to be applicable, they may further refute unacceptable
conduct. Negating accountability can be divided into three categories: (IlI)
condemning the current of events (outsider factors are to blame; “it is out of my
control”); (IV) abdicating accountability, and (V) cowering behind oneself, whereby
individuals blame internal, personal causes and forces while simultaneously
absolving themselves (“It is an absence of self-control.”). In considering
that criminals may experiment with deviation (through evidence or standards) or
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with accountability (through outside or inside variables), the five groups are both
comprehensive and inclusive.

b- The Inductive Approach:

This approach involves beginning with a set of empirical observations,
seeking patterns in those observations, and then theorizing about those patterns. It
includes the part of the analysis that explains why some people would sympathize
with criminals on a linguistic level. The confession of Mohamed Adel in court before
his execution was the corpus to apply this approach (neutralization theory). Four
categories out of five neutralization strategies were detected in the corpus. Then
further definitions of the categories were attempted following the initial categories.
Each compiled occurrence of neutralization strategies in the corpus could be linked
to a particular model strategy. This means that the model of Sykes and Matza (1957)
includes all neutralization strategies known till now, and these strategies will be
followed as the methodoloav of analvsis as shown in the next figure:

The Negation of Accountabili

The Negation of Accountability

| The Negation of Causing Harm

" | I'he Negation of Hurting A Victim

"

Condemning the Victim

Appealing to Higher Loyalties

Figure 1: The Neutralization Strategies by Sykes and Matza (1957)
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c- Choosing the Corpus and Data Resources:

Adel, an Egyptian criminal who admitted to killing a female victim, is the
subject of the current study. To get Adel’s final confession, I made a transcript of
his confession in Arabic from the YouTube video, uploaded by a journalist at
Almasry-Alyoum newspaper’s official channel, then I translated it into English.
Adel had already received a death sentence after being found guilty of slaughtering
Naira (his victim). Adel was justifying murder due to circumstances out of his
control. For the second part of the analysis concerning people’s responses to the
crime, some posts from official Facebook news pages, and some public personal
profiles with hidden identities were included.

d- The Research Stages

The discourse of a criminal was of particular importance to this study. Based
on (Christensen, 2010) literature that examines the “formation” of the language of
criminals, the strategy of the analysis was similar. Simply, the goal is to examine
every significant component of the formation of an infamous criminal and pinpoint
the linguistic features he utilizes. Hence, discourse analysis is chosen to analyze
Adel’s final confession to pinpoint the neutralization tactics he used. The focus of
the analysis was to examine his language and how he depicts his vision of objects
including himself as a tool for him to justify his crime.

e- Integrating Discourse Analysis

The main objective of discourse analysis is the study of components of social
interaction, (Gaventa, 2007). My approach was interpretative because | went for the
levels of meaning that Adel’s discourse revealed. According to Fowler, R. and B.,
Hodge (1979), the main goal of this analytical method is to [make] inferences by
methodically and impartially recognizing specific characteristics of communication.
Discourse analysis focuses primarily on the use of discourse techniques to deliver
meaning. Speech, figurative language, rhetoric tactics, labels, and narratives are
examples of discourse techniques. According to Lukes, (2005), discourse has three
separate facets: the place the discourse is given. If the discourse is action-driven,
and the way it is produced. Adel’s discourse is set against a large framework in
which he was convicted of a horrifying murder following a trial that gained
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extraordinary media attention. This background is crucial to consider, particularly in
light of prioritizing finding justification in his discourse. It is essential to take into
account Adel’s rhetoric as action-oriented towards normalizing an atrocious
deed. Finally, regardless of his honesty in narrating the crime’s details, Adel’s
discourse creates a version of himself, his crime, his victim, and society worthy of
investigation.

As an initial phase, the approach was utilized to become acquainted with the
two sources of data by making a transcript of the confessions and watching the video.
Then, significant motifs were identified by employing the recurrence of words and
phrases method. | was pursuing various patterns to appear by the discourse analysis
methodology. My research techniques were not just focused on what was obvious in
Adel’s confession. I examined the words that were explicitly used. Still, much of my
work was interpretive and concentrated on the profound significance of those
phrases, particularly their justification or rationalization aspect. Since hidden
meaning is defined as an “interpretative understanding of the metaphor beneath the
tangible data” (Gaventa, 2007), my analytical technique was directed to reach this
point.

The repetitiveness of patterns of typical discursive theme devices was
explored. A frequent employing of specific imagery to disclaim accountability, for
instance, would be regarded as a pattern of interest. As a result, Adel’s use of rhetoric
to modify or refute his argument was also emphasized.

The current research focuses on Adel’s self-conception, actions, victim, and
broader social context. More specifically, the linguistic and discourse strategies used
are thoroughly examined. The underlying premise is that Adel’s shift from a lover to
a crime perpetrator, even in its ostensibly impartial and detailed form, is critical to
his perception of blame attribution. This study explores how his language use fits
into a justifying and rationalizing context. It will first examine Adel’s narrative of
his victim, then of his crime, and ultimately, it will assess the reasons behind it all
as perceived by him to convey the primary issues logically and how society
interacted with the crime.
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4- Analysis
a- The Negation of Accountability:

In his explanation of his crime, Adel seems to utilize the tactic of abdication of
accountability to disavow any guilt that might be placed on him and lessen the stigma
attached. Indicators that Adel employed the “negation of accountability” strategy, to
alleviate the burden of guilt and lessen stigmatization, he attributed his
misdeed to Naira’s family, her upbringing, and her mother in particular. Below are
some examples from his confessions:

el e dana by Glens il Ja ; aalal)

Gall Cun b o0 Jia gy g smsall () s (i€ (Y Lagls (ledd saess
) o Lle Jla ) s Ll (a5 5l

Judge: Do you regret killing her, Muhammad?

Muhammad: Of course, I regret it because I didn’t want things to
end up like this, but as a matter of fact, her mother should be the
one to be asked about it. She is the reason.

This part of the confessions took place near the end of the trial. The proceedings of
the confessions were full of justification strategies without showing any signs of
regret. On the contrary, he was justifying murdering the victim as an inevitable result
of her faults.

In the previous excerpt of confessions, he blamed the victim’s mother for
being “the reason” for what happened to her daughter. In this excerpt, he blames the
victim herself for being “the reason” for what happened to her:

eliilin 5o aldl 8 W cilalall Jiny : ualdll
Aol (B hae e Ul s Aala ileatie Lella (B Lty ) i Ul 5l (LR 2 aane
(ot el ), il OS] FRala Gilaaie Lella (B Baal5 i ol Gl Il 4y

Al a8l ) U g ol 228 W GT 8 (g el | a3 et ) il sa S
ALS 53 DI Lasty BaclE ) i) 5 418 o0 2D iilena | Jae | 2281 I Ul

Judge: So, what happened on the bus bothered you?
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Muhammad: She bothered me. If | made up my mind to harm her
but found her minding her own business, | could not have done
anything. Why should | harm a girl who is minding her own
business? She was the reason for all this. She destroyed my life. |
am the one who was supposed to be laughing and making fun of
her, and I'm the one who was supposed to sit down and talk about
her. I didn't do all this, and she was the one who did all this.

Then he continued to blame the victim’s entire family for the crime (he) committed:
Aana by i dals Jo6 e aldl

G388 o gany aal 5 IS (Sl ailee U U i dals (i J 81 e raass
03 & sumsall oo )il (a5 il Laa Lelal ol el (81 die caal Ay 4dls
Judge: Do you want to say something else, Muhammad?

Muhammad: | want to say that there is no need to justify what |
did, but every person goes through a period of his life that goes
against his will. The truth is that her family members are supposed
to be asked about this issue because they are the reason.

Again, Adel states many times that the main “cause” of killing a soul was out of his
control, he blamed the victim once, then, her mother and her way of upbringing her
daughter, and then he blamed the entire family for causing the harm to their daughter.
Moreover, he turned the roleplaying by claiming that he has been victimized and
exploited. By laying the blame on others, he is lessening his responsibility for his
crime and implying that the community should be held accountable for allowing the
girl to engage in a relationship with a guy.

b- The Negation of Causing Harm:

The second strategy of neutralization discourse detected in the confessions is
the (Negation of Causing Harm). English philosopher John Stuart Mill first put out
the idea of “causing harm” which is a fundamental component of the political theory
known as liberalism (Carlyle, 2004). The harm principle is intended to limit the
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accessibility to crimes and limit governmental constraints on human freedom rather
than to direct the activities of individuals (Surette, 2015). When an offender denies
doing harm despite their actions being against the law (such as when a young person
steals a car to use or fora joyride and then gives it back undamaged), they
deny harm. The idea is frequently associated with the concept of “negative rights”
since the saying, “Your right to use your fist stops where my nose shows up”
perfectly expresses the accurate sense of this principle, in other words, we are not
entitled to be molested. The “positive rights” notion, on the other hand, calls on one
to perform specific things for others, such as providing healthcare or treating
them with minimal decency. This is why the idea is frequently brought up in political
discussions to address the limits of the power of the state (Carlyle, 2004).

Adel asserts once more that he shouldn’t be held accountable for what
occurred, he claims that he was the victim of exploitation from Naira and her family:

flian A 4y desa Ly L&A : alal

o Ll a3y L5 a5 Ul dala gl el G Ul s il G Ul ale
o dala JS5 bilaling dals JS Lelery @S Lgie Jshue i€ Ul 5 20 2l
leie J sine 2a doliay gt i) 5 i Ul 5 Lelal (e LSS s cilS | Lgalka
Cle Ledal ol J st cailS 5 Ay shadl) e opiiia a5 Ul i€

Judge: Tell us, Muhammad, what happened?

Adel: 1 would like to clarify something. She and | got into a
relationship at the beginning of college, and | was responsible for
her. | used to do everything she needed and everything she asked
for. She used to even complain to me from her family, and | was
standing beside her as if |1 was responsible for her, and she and |
agreed on the engagement.

In another excerpt from the confessions, he was persuading her to give up the
modelling career. He insisted on picturizing himself as the exploited side of the
story:
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, and | blamed her, but she kept telling me that no one would give
me a penny, so | supported her again and helped her again, based
on the promise between me and her that she would keep away from
the things she was looking for.

He repeated over and over how many times he supported, and backed her up while
her family were giving up on her:

& s sall 4l (ol Cull Cim 55 038 5 A Uiy e 330 (A i La (& sl
G p o el s Aala (o) i ymae o sl ) Caadi€I (i e Ledal o)) Gl Jle
xd & g sall (38 rie 2ol OIS gl 5 038 U agilia i€ Y e cailS
03 i gall dmy By (pdarg 0385 Llae 2y 288 4 e 3T sla S ) Al
Jaudally (e ol Lisad

IS ey Ul (Sile (a pean (hasa o) dlina CilS 5 dala S Lelary S Ul
03 alesty U Aaliae (e cild dala

Until once we had a clash, so | went to her home to find out what
the matter was, on the grounds that her father was aware of our
relationship, | discovered that her father did not know anything,
and her mother only knew me because | had accompanied her
home before, and her father was sitting and did not know the
matter, so he thought that |1 was coming to fight with his daughter,
he fought with me and so on, after this situation we stayed apart
for exactly two weeks.

, and | used to do everything for her, her excuse was that no one
gives her money, and I do everything for you, so you do not need
what you are doing.
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He is making an effort to present a positive image of himself and remove any
potential stigma linked with his behavior as he insists that he didn’t mean to hurt his
victim. But even though he had no malicious intent, his victim died.

c- The Negation of a Victim:

When talking about his misdeed, Adel also seemed to overlook the victim. Once
more, he frequently avoided using the first person and instead described what
someone might think of a victim. He never mentioned her name, rather he referred
to her as “she” in his forty-five-minute-long confessions. Despite talking about
her more abstractly, he believed that his crime was justified in his mind.
o Akla il lie Lola (8 dls je o) g Ledl sl i )Y (e By ey
(s lalall cilia g 5 dla ye J1aA) 5 CulS gd A cilalal Jia 5 L) e lad
saite U of ol s A ulall cpl s iS5 gl s Juaiin odillea s gl g
Clile (ny 2385 A pa Jale Shal S Ul iaga o8 5 Lt je Ul Of 22iia (g
RER N VETRRR PUVEITRUY ki U ENEN Rt r

After a period of the relationship, it became clear that she took me
as a temporary stage in her life because she was planning in her
mind to achieve certain things. She took me as a temporary stage
and reached these things. | would have stayed in her life if she
hadn’t achieved these things. And I would like to clarify for people
who say that I’'m an extremist that [ knew her when she started her
career as a model, and | was applying for the Military back then, I
mean, it has nothing to do with the things they accuse me of.

In his argument, the victim exposed herself to victimization. Even if it was
unintentional, Adel is still attributing the victim’s suffering to her rather than to him,
the abuser. The judge by the end of the trial proceedings asked Adel about his
conceptualization of love to detect what kind of feelings he truly had for Naira,
Adel’s response was over-broadened and generalized then he went back to defend
himself from the crime:
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The thing that gets you upset is that you are good with someone,
and this one exploits you — sips some water- the thing that gets you
upset that the person you’re good with is the one who exploits you,
bluffs you, underestimates you, humiliates you, but love... people
in the past and the future normally can love.

Once more, Adel avoided taking the blame for the murder and instead blamed the
victim for what happened to him. It is obvious that Adel felt exploited and
victimized rather than his victim. As a result, he is once more shifting the
responsibility and stigma away from himself and onto the victim. Perhaps nothing
would have happened if the victim had not teased him, or done whatever he believed
the victim had done to “deserve” the victimization - although, it is highly likely that
the victimization would have still happened regardless of whether the victim done
anything or not - (Hickey, 2015). As the victim bears responsibility for their
victimization, the stigma connected with the perpetrator is reduced when he places
the blame for the victimization on the victim.

d- Condemning the Victim:

The final justification strategy Adel appeared to use was ‘condemning the victim’.
After being interrogated by the judge about the moment before committing the
crime, Adel included in his statement the outer appearance of the victim indirectly.
He was describing the scene right before killing the victim, where she was chatting
with another girl with a loose hair like her or not wearing a headscarf. According to
E. Markman, and Hutchinson (1984), labels are category markers used for
representing a category. To support this idea to draw inductive results, labeling
serves as a category marker. As an illustration, some academics proposed that
labeling is motivated more by intentional than unintentional factors (Sloutsky &
Napolitano 2003). In a community that considers covering the hair to be a
demonstration of being a person who is committed to religious rituals, and leaving
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it is considered a sin, Adel’s indication to this point implied a condemnation of the
victim for abandoning such ritual:

S 35 L s a3 Gbsle iy s e (0 Rl il i 1l
dala ¥, Ji#

A Allee s AN delu i 8 4lS o0 bDUSH (603 yidl) ellSay Ul g La saasa
Leia 3aal 5 aa

f U Yy dia o A ol

Oe (B le Glale ) W ol Lo a5 (4 12en

Judge: Within this time, you didn't try to tell yourself, there is no
need to Kill her, I will go back without killing her

Muhammad: | am telling you that during the whole half an hour
she was making fun of me with her friend and talking about me.

Judge: Was she Menna or someone else?

Muhammad: She was a loose-haired girl like her. | did not know
who she was.

In another excerpt he insisted on laying blame on her of pushing him to commit his
crime by making fun of him in public with her friend, he also stated “You deserve
what will happen to you”. He tried to justify his misdeed as a reply for being mocked
by a girl in public:

IS st labind il g ) & il 5 & Cumaild alil) sa sl | idens
S A 5l IS5 ala Cliall 5159 (e B ) i L) ) )5 (a8 Ll g | padi 4y ol
Gl bl (& Ul oxSy sy iy Gty 0 sy L I Lialia
.l

Cdals V5 K Wlaw U o) (38 jaie A

S el 8 S ) ga )l L A3 ) i (adlA

Muhammad: ..Yes, inside the bus, | got nervous and upset. | said
to myself: “You deserve what will happen to you”. Every once in
a while, she looked back at me and made fun of me. | was sitting
behind her with the guys, and the girls were in the front, and every
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time she talked to her friend who was next to her, they looked back
at me and laughed and that’s how I got bothered...

She didn’t know that I had a knife.

| said to myself “That’s it, it’s gonna be it” The way she used to
make fun of me, provoked me. | mean if she kept silent I
wouldn’t.....

Then he finalized his appeal by clarifying how the victim destroyed his life and
dragged him to commit his crime, he claims that she provoked him to murder her:

feliglin (g0 galdl A& A Slalall ey aldl)

el (B e e Ul dals (ilenine Lella b Leialy 5 o8e Ul 5l (Hibn 120
IS o el il il (SlAala lenine lella (BBl g cia o) i Y 4
Al 2a8) ) Ul g laal a8 U 8 (g sial) | s B jede ) il s

ALS 03 2D Lanty Bacld ) il 5 418 o0 2DISY ilera | Ja) 28] I Ul

Judge: So, what happened on the bus bothered you?

Muhammad: She bothered me. If | made up my mind to harm her
but found her minding her own business, | could not have done
anything. Why should I harm a girl who is minding her own
business? But she was the reason for all this. She destroyed my
life. I am the one who was supposed to be laughing and making
fun of her, and I'm the one who was supposed to sit down and talk
about her. I didn't do all this, and she was the one who did all this.

This way, he was again transferring blame away from himself and onto the victim by
labeling her and accusing her of provoking him to kill her.

5- Discussion

Why would some people empathize with a killer?

It appears that Adel utilized most of the neutralization discourse strategies when
recounting his crime to vindicate his misdeed. Despite his “true” identity of being a
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Killer being exposed due to eyewitnesses, arrest, trial, and conviction, this Killer tried
his best to use neutralization discourse strategies in an attempt to retain control over
the narrative, maintain his morally decent self, and minimize the stigmatization
around him of being a murderer. Despite being arrested and convicted of an atrocious
crime (i.e., attempted murder), so many people empathized with him and even more
romanticized his misdeed to be interpreted as a defense for his love and dignity. This
explains why social media users, most of whom are women, sympathized with Adel
after being arrested. It is not a new phenomenon to romanticize killers, since many
American TV shows that have the same genre have many fans and millions of
followers around the globe (Donnelly, 2012). Sadly, certain audiences admit that
these shows made them sympathize with the killers. There are innumerable posts on
social media platforms hailing these TV shows. This is not just a TV show issue. It’s
a problem that frequently arises around the real-life crime genre, with mostly young
women admiring bad men (Densen-Gerber, 1993). Innumerable TikTok videos are
lip-synching of actors’ roles in serial killer TV series which indicates the hype from
young people around this kind of genre.

Serial Killers are given a sense of appeal by being depicted as sophisticated,
and intriguing by casting actors who are appealing to represent them. However, this
Is not always a negative thing, as employing handsome and enticing performers can
help express how mass murderers can lure innocent victims in. It does indicate that
certain murderers were capable of hooking others, they had some captivating
qualities—though they were also incredibly manipulative. It can also serve as a
lesson; pay attention to our preconceptions. We typically connect charm with
integrity, kindness, assurance, and deformity with unfavorable characteristics.
Pointing out the detrimental impacts of enhancing and glamorizing perpetrators of
crime is not novel nor unique (Densen-Gerber, 1993).

To explain this point, below are some examples of social media users’
responses to Adel’s funeral:

Example (1):

A verified page of news on Facebook (Akhbarak.net, 2023) posted about Adel’s
funeral and how little were the people who attended the ceremonies. The responses
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were divided into three categories: the first one was people who prayed for him with
mercy and forgiveness. The second one was people showing sympathy with him and
his family and how he was “dragged to commit this crime”, others were
sympathizing with how young he is to be sentenced to death. The third category was
sending comments of wrath on the victim and her family for being the reason for the
boy being sentenced to death. In this particular post which had more than 1000
comments, there was no single comment sympathizing with the victim. Below are
some samples of the comments:

@ Akhbarak.net @ - Follow
June14- Q9

Bl s o aidrg uJu 5yu LB Jole 1azo Bjliz wad gm0 JAs

23dl g pandl | jluaall

- dnzys Ly &l clBull omel; addl Gig 4D 5l adl wgilg adimll sl <ULy Ul 855 Vg (Jg= U
sl juayg af iy
12w Like Reply O-
“ 1 Reply
1
w

il Sliee o alnayg lgis g dlol jumyg daz s <l
12w Llike Reply w8
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These comments are supplicating God for Adel and his family to be endowed with
patience, especially his mother. The second comment is praying for his mother to be
showered with patience and for this affliction to be listed in her good deeds.

Calgig sl Juas 4l migms agle Jaley 080 el o a8 58] e indo sl Ml Dls
DlE ol go dyl | pdgma aple Sl prées dal 83 M 18] dile aSs0] Ued aa il puses | s 105
apbalig alamy dlywl=rg dlasp Ly b afws ol spacy asled Ll caimes | by | 06 oy

12w Like Reply D:

In the previous comment, the user explains how she is completely convinced that
what he committed was a crime and there are no justifications for such a sin, but she
felt sad for him and sympathized with him being young. She also prayed for him to
be treated with mercy and gentleness.
& Jinlg $3allg 42g) wale @az) Al
ALl agio afiiy Ly, Glilcg ol
Like Reply Editsc
In this comment the user supplicated God for Adel’s soul to be showered with mercy
and the victim’s family to be ashamed and humiliated, the female user also prayed
for God to take revenge on the victim’s family.

Example (2):

In the same vein and with the interactive audience with real-life crime TV shows
that target women, the next snapshot from the backstage of a female actor stained
with blood as she was acting to be slaughtered by a serial killer in the TV series. A
user posted this picture and sarcastically put a caption as follows “What would
happen if I just showed a strand of my hair out of my veil, babe..?”. The user
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indicated that he would not let his girlfriend finish the sentence and would slaughter
her instantly if she said so. The post is terrifying, and the comments are horrific.

@bl Sy Gul lad o5gS L ol lgsds

With 3,500 shares and more than 780 comments, the comments were as follows:

’-’; iad
 Ea

» [
AW oo pas

The comment above is a clear warning from ‘presumably’ a boyfriend to his
girlfriend to beware of what could happen to her if she showed a strand out of her
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hair. It was a clear threat to be aware and scared of the repercussions of not obeying
him.

Another comment comes with explicit threats sugarcoated with laughing emojis; the
user warns his girlfriend that he “one day” could slaughter her if she doesn’t obey
him.

{— ran

an Wiizs Ul wling _,_'_.ﬁ..l Al b 55

Like Reply

“I wish the message is delivered; I warn you™ is another comment on the post above.
These comments are only the tip of an iceberg lurking inside a novel unanimous
mentality of violence against women (Blank, T.J. 2013).

It’s crucial to remember that many of these criminals’ proponents are young
women and that real-life crime is typically read more frequently by women than by
men. A recent study found that 72 percent of real-life crime podcast listeners are
female (Lilly, et al. 2011).

6- Conclusion:

The present research focused on a qualitative investigation of Adel’s
neutralization discursive strategies. The investigation showed that he utilized four
neutralization strategies to justify his actions: The negation of accountability, the
negation of causing harm, the negation of a victim, and the condemnation of the
victim. These justification approaches were introduced by Sykes and Matza (1957)
to explain the justification for illegal activity. To address low-severity offenses, their
approach was presented in the setting of juvenile delinquency. The current research
provides convincing examples of how these justification strategies have been used
in some of the worst horrific offenses (rape, brutal treatment, and murder). This has
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significant ramifications for how broadly applicable the theory is. Specifically, it
refers to the broad cognitive reasoning structure. Those justifications have been used
in several situations, which should be thoroughly investigated in later study projects.
For instance, after demonstrating that this theory can explain wrongdoing committed
by a killer, it would be intriguing to carry out a qualitative study into how the
negation of the victim and causing harm can be employed in situations where the
perpetrator does not even mention the victim by name.

It is also important to note that Adel was aware that he had created a variety
of personas—such as an outstanding university student who is helping ‘the victim’
in her assignments, or a caring boyfriend to his girlfriend who gives her money and
protects her from a dysfunctional family. Additionally, he may have been better able
to create these numerous virtual social identities and control how he presented
himself in diverse social situations by using the justification strategies he relied on.

I must address the significant genderized component that comes out of the
neutralization discursive strategies analysis of Adel to wrap up this paper. His use
of two neutralization strategies—namely, the negation of causing harm to
the victims and the negation of the victim entity—reflects the sexist dogma Adel
has. When it is taken into account the gender of both the murderer and the
victim, represents one of the most extreme examples of females being forced to
submit to male desires, in other words, if the female does not comply with the male
needs, he will take her life (Gathings, and Kylie, 2013). In the investigation of other
similar murders, the genderizing of these crimes is evident (Zimbardo, 2007). If
altering blame for their crimes to the surrounding culture is a common strategy used
by killers to justify their conduct, it highlights important issues regarding gender
roles beliefs, and the dehumanization of women in society.
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Appendix

The Transcription of The Confessions of Mohammed Adel in
Court (Translated)

fdean 4] dena | WLSA] ;i)
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Judge: Tell us, Muhammad, what happened?

Adel: | would like to clarify something. She and I got engaged during a period of
our lives at the beginning of college, and | was responsible for her. | used to do
everything she needed and everything she asked for. She used to even complain to
me from her family, and | was standing beside her as if | was responsible for her,
she and | agreed on the engagement, and she used to say that her family knew, and
all of this was recorded in messages between me and her, and many times she would
tell me to come and stay at home and so on, and my family knew, and | refused

because we were still at the beginning of the engagement and so on.

Glalal Joa 6 i) Leelan 8 ddala cuilS (jliie Lgila 8 A jo  Slad 5 L) o) Jalii 5 (a8 358 g
culs S 5 gale ia Jaafia diha s g g0 Alalall cilia g g dla jo Sl 5 CulS o8 Al
23S 5 40 pa Jale Dbl cuS Ul i se 8 5 L8 ye T o aadite e s aadiie Ul ()1 1 g A (ulall cpil
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After a period of the relationship, it became clear that she took me as a temporary
stage in her life because she was planning in her mind to achieve certain things. She
took me to a temporary stage and reached these things. | would have stayed in her
life if she hadn’t achieved these things. And I would like to clarify for people who
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say that ’'m an extremist that [ knew her when she started her career as a model, and
I was applying for the Military back then, | mean, it has nothing to do with the things
they accuse me of.

53 5 a3 sall Jid s 3 30le Ll s LSaty oa il GBIA gl ) Jaas 0085 Lihasi ) L Ll
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When we got together, and started our relationship, we got into our first
disagreement. She used to tell me that she wanted to leave the modeling career and
so on, and she would work in other fields, | was okay, because she and I loved each
other, so | had no problem with what she was doing or what would she do. | used to
be okay with her in everything, and after that, it became clear that she was lying to
me and there was no such thing, nor did her family know any of the things she was
saying about herself, the period in which I knew her, we used to meet and we used
to go out every time, and | used to do everything she wants.

Leie a4l on OIS o) 58 Moyt 2285 CilS dals S5 00 Jsed V88 g sa ) Jeas g
45 e Lea sl S Uy 0S5 48 Fadle o ) Gyl 8 s (Dl S 5 Leashe i U
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There was a comeback after these 3 months of break-up, she kept telling me that the
road she chose to pursue was out of her control, and | was blaming her, but she kept
telling me that no one gives me a penny and that, so | supported her again and helped
her again, based on the promise between me and her that she would keep away from
the things she is looking for. And we used to meet again, during this period she was
in Cairo, every time she went back to Mahala we used to meet, and | was introduced
to her mother. She used to tell me about the problems between her father and her
mother, but they were common family problems.
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Once we had a problem, so | went to her home to find out what the matter was,
because her father was aware of our relationship, | discovered that her father did not
know anything, and her mother only knew me because | had accompanied her home
before, and her father was sitting and did not know the matter, so he thought that |
was coming to fight with his daughter, he fought with me and so on, after this
situation we stayed apart for exactly two weeks.

| used to do everything for her, and her pretext was that no one gives her money, and
| do everything for you, so you do not need what you are doing.

Ol 1385 1S ellyaa oy i ) J sl g aaghs s Lo Jaaihy 3as) 5 ol o3 Lelal ) gn aay (i s e
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A month and a half after this conversation with her family, a woman called me and
threatened me and said “If you open your mouth, I will harm you, and if you say
anything, [ will do anything to stop you and I will slander you and accuse you”. Of
course, | was shocked. This call lasted an hour.
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Of course, my family didn’t like it, they had anticipation and were wise enough to
realize that something fishy was going on, and they. | was shocked for a while. One
day | responded to all her insults and so on, so one day | created an email and sent
her all the insults as a response, because she insulted me and blocked me on every
social platform, | emailed her and made her pay back what she did to me.
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These days we were at the beginning of the exams. We were in our second year at

college. She thought that | would ask her for all the things that | gave her. I mean, |
gave her everything, and she thought that | would ask for my things back.

She told her friend, to tell me to keep my mouth shut, and if | opened my mouth and
demanded anything, she would report me to the police and she could harm me, and
she would bring people to hurt me. | mean, if I opened my mouth, we stayed for 3
months.

| told her that's it, what you want me to do, and | don't want anything.
Prosecutor: When did this happen, Muhammad?
Muhammad: 2021
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And | told her ok, do what you want.

This incident took place back talk in March, | was talking to her family to solve the
Issue, so | sent her mother, father, and sisters to help us end this conversation, they
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told me that we had nothing to do with that matter, and | talked to her sisters and
they told me we have nothing to do with you and her, we have our spouses, and talk
to her with her at college.

I went to talk to her at college, this was the beginning of the final exams of the second
year. | started talking to her at college based on what her family said what they told
her and so on.
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| went to talk to her in college, it was an ambush, and she started screaming that |
was trying to harass her and said that she threatened that she would give me a
scandal, and she said a lot, so the security came and took her ID card, the security
did not believe her because we are in the same college, most of the people know me
there, so they know | have nothing to do with the things she says about me.

The security came and took her ID card and took mine, and we went after the exam
to an investigation like this, she kept saying to the security officer, | don't know him
and he is someone who is chasing me, and he proposed to my family and they refused
him and he chases me and attacks me, and he bothers me in every place and this so
on, and they don't know him and | have nothing to do with him,
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Then | found the security officer coming to tell me what she said, so | got out my
mobile phone and showed him everything, so he told me based on this, you have
been together for a year, why does she do this? so he understood that she was lying
and so, and he said, “My son, the girl sucked your blood in the end, and if I were
you, I will let her go.” And so, I told him, Sir, I came to talk to her based on her
family’s advice to figure out the reason behind our argument ... Then he gave me my
ID card back, and | don't know what he did with her afterward.
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Judge: Until this date, Muhammad, why did you convince the officer in the
university...

She kept saying in college that | wanted to marry her against her will, that she did
not know what that was, and that she was the oppressed one. Of course, those who
knew me did not listen to her, and those who did not know continued to believe her
and listen to her words, she took advantage of being a girl, and she was talking to
other young men and saying stuff.

In this period, we were still in our second year of college.
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After that, | took her chats and photos and so on and sent them to her relatives, so
her relatives told me that you are defaming her, I told them that | was not fabricating
these photos, these photos are your daughter’s and, on her account, and these insults
are in your daughter’s voice. I didn't record anything against her will. All these
things are by her will and without any coercive way. So they told me we wanted to
meet you. We are wrong, we want to settle things down, her mother and her sister
said these words.
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Judge: When you started the third year in college, Muhammad. What was the
relationship like?

Muhammad: | want to say something important on this point. | believed her family
and went to her house without telling my family. Her family brought me thugs and
forced me to sign papers and cheques, and her father told me that he had nothing to
do with my relationship with his daughter and | neither care about her nor you, but
I’m making you sign these papers to make sure you will not vilify our reputation.
That happened at the end of my second year at college.

From there | started to think about taking revenge on her.

Judge: How much time was left to start the third year in college?
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Muhammad: Two months were left, I didn’t think that I would kill her, I had an idea
that I would take revenge, because she hurt me a lot, but didn’t think of killing her.

Judge: When did the idea of killing her come to you?
Muhammad: The idea of revenge came to me since this day, but not to kill her.
Judge: Did the third year at college start?

Muhammad: It was a month away to start, but the idea of revenge came to me, not
in the way to carry it out. This is the idea that came to me, at the beginning of my
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third year in college, she kept telling rumors about me and saying things that did not
happen.

Judge: Didn't you try to get close to her during this period?
Mohammed: What?
Judge: Didn't you try to get close to her during this period?

Muhammad: | tried to calm down and not deal with the issue as a matter of dignity
and communicate with her again, but she didn’t allow me to.....

Judge: She didn't give you a chance

Muhammad: Yes. People advised me, they told me that she would think that you
were trying to ambush her, and she knew nothing about your true feelings for her. |
mean, [ wanted to end the matter and I didn’t want any quarrels and disagreements,
and you didn’t want to get hurt or to be involved in any problems.
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| used to send her messages, sweet words, and so on, so her family saw these
messages and convinced her that | was stalking her, | used to tell her, there is no
such thing in my mind, and | forgive you for what you did, and we should end any
remaining disagreements, that was what | meant.

Until the third year of college started and so on, her father called me, on the mobile,
and I didn’t know what he wanted, so he said, “We have to meet, and we want to
talk and figure things out and I need your help”. Because I didn’t know what he
wanted exactly, but I wasn’t surprised by what I heard from him, because what I
heard and what | saw him, | expected what would happen, so he kept telling me that
I was just like you, I’'m bluffed just as you. It is her mother who is the reason behind
all this, and she is the one who wanted her to be raised like this, once | realized this,
I left them. | became angry and asked him why when | came home and talked to you,
you threatened me, and so and so. He told me all this because of her mother. Her
mother was the one who controls over, and if | had an objection, she would have
sent me to her family, and there would have been problems, so | was forced to
threaten you. Like you, my reputation was vilified at my workplace in my
neighborhood, and so on. He also told me, that it is not only you who is in a
relationship with my daughter, there are many relationships. What | became aware
of after a while was that she was in a relationship with the brother of her sister’s
husband during the period we were in a relationship, (I just don’t want to say this to
not to sin) but she knew someone and went with him to Marsa Matruh in his car
alone because she was obsessed of the world of photography, modeling, Cairo and
all these things.

Clalall JS i S U sl 0 Las (i S 1 LY Ll g g Ul Sl 6y iy Ll 5 Lol s 2ae
Sy 3 Ul plie aelu ) Wis oS s Waals jle (e ) ie caad (53 Cliaa I
0S5 ol i, Lewad Ul Wl s Lewad Ul 31 aelis Fala (S Cayad il i Ly i L )

O (oA 58 e dpiie Lgdl Al a8 ) IS g Alaall and &

Y EGED B Gl Y e s Al ) S

Journal of Scientific Research in Arts
(Language & Literature) volume 25 issue 3 (2024)

e
36




Why Do Some People Empathize with Murderers? The Role of Neutralization Discourse in
Romanticizing a Murder to the Public

S I o Ll (ST 0S5 (iny (o sl cuad lie ) (e ai g Jaiiin g 5 <iS Ul s L il
@2 L A dn il e A eaSy e @llias A 8 ol o 00 JSGI 5 00 JSAIL adkat L) jle
(o dlas 8 culs

Judge: Did you try to get close to her after her father promised you and he couldn't
keep it? Did you try to get close to her?

Muhammad: Why did her father, her father, was unable to keep his promise? Her
father and | had an agreement, he used to tell me all the things that happened and |
didn’t want that, and he was telling me that he needed my help to get her back to
him and reunite with his family.

He told me once that he reported his daughter as absent once at the Mahalla police
station, he did not know where she was

...... A repetition of the previous statement......
(He looks tired in minute 31)

He continued... and her father said that he used to go to work and be away from
home to get the money, and so on, but her mother was the one who wanted her to go
out this way, and this was the reason for what happened to you, and that is what is
the way of upbringing that brought her up. This was the reason for what happened
to you.
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Judge: Well, Muhammad, when did you feel that there was no use of all this and
wanted to kill her?

Muhammad: After this talk we had, her father sent thugs to me, and so on. | sent
thugs to him, and she sent me thugs, to scare me and to forget all about our
agreement, and to shut up and move away.
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I still had in my mind that | would take revenge, but not in this way. Then a police
officer sent me a Facebook message, it was “if you don't stay away from Naira, |
will get you”. Two days later, my Facebook was closed.

Judge: When did you think of killing her, Muhammad?
Muhammad: I thought about killing, and after several things, like.....

Judge: Tell me about the day when you left Mahalla and how did you know that she
was going to Mansoura that day?

Muhammad: | had an exam that day

Judge: There was a bus station, and you were waiting, why didn't you get on the bus?
You arrived at 10:01, and you didn't get in until 10:20.

Muhammad: No, the bus arrived at 10:10, and when | got into the bus, she was
already in it. The bus that left after that was at 10:30

Judge: Did you see her getting in it?

Muhammad: No, she was already inside, | didn't know that she was inside. | wished
and prayed to God that she would arrive late, or | am the one who arrives late, and
the day shall pass and nothing happens, but I got in the same bus she got.

And | brought a knife with me, so | went.

Judge: Why did you take a knife with you when you were going to take an exam?
Mohammed: what?

Judge: Why did someone go to an exam and take a knife, Muhammad?
Muhammad: | bought it 3 days before the exam.

Judge: Why didn't you leave it at home, why did you take the knife to Mansoura?
Muhammad: She sent me a threat that she would hurt me, and so on. | was scared.

Judge: You took it to defend yourself.
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Muhammad: | am defending myself... At the same time, | came on this day and said,
It's over. If there is an opportunity, | will take revenge for my own sake and end her
life. On this day, she was laughing at me and making fun of me.

Judge: Inside the bus?
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Muhammad: Yes, inside the bus, so I got nervous and upset. | said to myself: “You
deserve what will happen to you”. Every once in a while, she was looking back at
me and made fun of me. | was sitting behind her with the guys, and the girls were in
the front, and every time she talked to her friend who was next to her, they looked
back at me and laughed and that's how I got bothered...

She didn't know that | had a knife.

I said to myself “That's it, it’s gonna be it” The way she used to make fun of me,
provoked me. I mean if she kept silent [ wouldn’t.....

Judge: OK, Muhammad, how long does the bus take from Mahalla to Mansoura?

Muhammad: Almost, half an hour.
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Judge: Within this time, you didn't try to tell yourself, there is no need to Kill her, |
will go back without killing her

Muhammad: | am telling you that during the whole half an hour she was making fun
of me with her friend and talking about me.

Judge: Was she Menna or someone else?
Muhammad: She was a loose-haired girl like her. I did not know who she was.
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She kept talking for the whole half an hour, I told myself “Don’t do anything” and
so on, but she kept making fun of me and talking about me with the girl beside me.
She didn't know that I had the knife, again | told myself not to do this. I didn't know
what they were saying. But with my knowledge, | deduced what they were saying,
and | was already bothered by her. Even if | was previously bothered by her and
intended to do something on that day, she kept silent minding her own business |
could have ignored the matter and... but you....
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Judge: So, what happened on the bus bothered you?

Muhammad: She bothered me. If | made up my mind to harm her but found her
minding her own business, | could not have done anything, why should | harm a girl
who is minding her own business, she was the reason for all this. She destroyed my
life. | am the one who was supposed to be laughing and making fun of her, and I'm
the one who was supposed to sit down and talk about her. | didn't do all this and she
was the one who did all this.

Judge: OK, you arrived at the university, who came out of the bus first you or her?
Muhammed: The girls come out first.

Judge: The girls come down first, ok. She came out first and you were behind her.
Did you try to talk to her or have a reconciliation with her?

Muhammad: If I had spoken, it would have happened, as she did in college, and said
that | was trying to harass her and | already had the knife.
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Judge: OK, how did you start hitting her, Muhammad, when she went down and you
went down after her?

Muhammad: | don't remember. She was in front of me and | hit her with the knife.
Judge: Do you regret killing her, Muhammad?

Muhammad: Of course, I regret it because I didn’t want things to end up like this,
but as a matter of fact, her mother should be the one to be asked about it. She is the
reason behind....
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Judge: Forget about it, and listen to me, Muhammad. What is the concept of love to
you, Muhammad? How do you see love?

_Mohammed smiles and looks at the ground and wipes the sweat from his
forehead—

Mohammed: What do you mean exactly?

Judge: How do you see love? If | love a girl, she should be mine or I kill her?
Muhammad: No, this is what her family used to say

Judge: No. | am asking you.

Muhammad: Married couples leave each other. There is no such thing.
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Mohammed: The thing that gets you upset is that you are good with someone, and
this one exploits you - he drinks water - the thing that gets you upset that the person
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you’re good with is the one who exploits you, bluffs you, underestimates you,
humiliates you, but love.. people in the past and in the future normally can love.

If I had put it in my head to kill her, I would have done this a long time ago.
Judge: Do you want to say something else, Muhammad?

Muhammad: | want to say that there is no need to justify what | did, but every person
goes through a period of his life that goes against his will, but the truth is that her

family members are supposed to be asked about this issue because they are the
reason.....
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